
 

ALBUM WILL ROGERS RANCH LOST TO 2025 LOS ANGELES FIRE

Album Description

The Pacific Palisades wildfire in Los Angeles has burned the landmark Will Rogers Ranch to the ground,
according to a report from California State Parks.

Will Rogers' Western Ranch House was on the National Register of Historic Places. California State Parks

In an article that includes the photo above, The Smithsonian Magazine recounts more of the life of Will
Rogers, along with ranch's story:

Rogers was a cherished renaissance entertainer: movie star, radio personality, writer, philanthropist,
aviation enthusiast and “cowboy philosopher;” the parks department referred to him as “America’s most
beloved citizen.” Born in 1879 as a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, in territory that later became Oklahoma,
Rogers traveled the world before purchasing land in the Palisades in the 1920s. By the time Roger died in
1935, he’d developed a sprawling ranch on his 359-acre property. The estate included a 31-room mansion,
houses for guests, stables and corrals, a golf course and horse-riding trails. In 1944, Rogers’ wife, Betty,
donated the property to California, and it became a historic park. 

This album pulls together resources from the Library of Congress about Will Rogers. It includes pages of
architectural drawings from the HABS/HAER/HALS collections of historic American buildings, photos of
the famous entertainer, and two recordings of Will Rogers that I highly recommend! Feel free to add teaching
resources and ideas for introducing this remarkable performer into your students' lives. 

    Pre K - 2      3 - 5      6 - 8      9 - 12      Art/Music      Social Studies/History      Will Rogers      Wildfires     
Los Angeles      Pacific Palisades      California      HABS/HAER/HALS   

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//single-group/tps-commons/will-rogers-ranch-lost-to-2025-los-angeles-fire
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-historic-landmarks-razed-by-los-angeles-deadly-fires-180985797/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-historic-landmarks-razed-by-los-angeles-deadly-fires-180985797/
https://nationalaviation.org/enshrinee/will-rodgers/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/historic-american-buildings-landscapes-and-engineering-records/about-this-collection/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=5
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=6
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=11
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=7
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54311
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54312
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54313
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54313
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54314
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1008
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=51183


 

CALIFORNIA'S WESTERN RANCH HOUSE - CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS WEBSITE

 

Teaching Notes:

This page from California State Parks describes the planning and building of the Will Rogers Ranch. It
includes photographs, and it ends with this:

Historic photographs show a California ranch lifestyle that was casual, comfortable, and gracefully social.

Students might discuss what they think will happen next. Will the house be replaced? What are the pros and
cons of various decisions? What other cultural treasures were lost in the Los Angeles fires? How do cultural
institutions plan for disasters? How does a structure make it onto the National Register of Historic Places, as
the ranch did in 1971? 

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=23876


 

WILL ROGERS

 

Teaching Notes:

In this undated portrait of Will Rogers, we see the smile and demeanor that endeared him to millions of
Americans. 

What do students see in this portrait that reminds them of comedians today? How does one become a
successful comedian? What were the ways in which Will Rogers might have reached the public? How do
comedians reach the public today? 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2004672788/

Summary

Portrait, head and shoulders, facing front.

Created / Published

[no date recorded on caption card]

Notes

-  Photo by Underwood & Underwood.
-  This record contains unverified, old data from caption card.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2004672788/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2004672788/


 

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Digital Id

cph 3a21749 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a21749



 

WILL ROGERS PLAYS HORSE-SHOES

 

Teaching Notes:

Do students think this photograph was taken at the Will Rogers Ranch? Why or why not?

Did paparazzi exist in 1920? 

What do students observe in this photograph? What else can students learn about playing horseshoes? What
other photographs of playing horseshoes can they find at the Library of Congress? Are horseshoes still played
today? If so, where?

    horseshoes   

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2014716114/

Created / Published

[between ca. 1920 and ca. 1925]

Genre

Glass negatives

Notes

http://www.loc.gov/item/2014716114/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54317
http://www.loc.gov/item/2014716114/


 

-  Title from data provided by the Bain News Service on the negative.
-  Forms part of: George Grantham Bain Collection (Library of Congress).
-  General information about the George Grantham Bain Collection is available at
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.ggbain

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

ggbain 35964 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.35964

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.ggbain
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print


 

WILL ROGERS RANCH, 14253 SUNSET BOULEVARD, PACIFIC PALISADES, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY, CA

 

Teaching Notes:

In addition to reading the HABS Survey information about the Will Rogers Ranch, students can move to the
second page of this resource to study the site where it was built, as well as the evolution of the structures
added over the years when Will Rogers lived there.

They might also compare the land to current maps of the wildfire in Pacific Palisades. What might have led
to the fire's activity on this land and why was it not possible to save the ranch?

    HABS Survey      Wildfire Management   

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1524/

Created / Published

Documentation compiled after 1933

Notes

-  Significance: Will Rogers purchased the site of his last home in 1921, in an undeveloped area of the
Santa Monica Mountains, with a view of the Pacific Ocean and enough acreage for Will to indulge his
love of riding. Initial development of the property was carried out by civil engineer Lee Adamson,
Will's brother-in-law. It was Will himself, however, who oversaw all such projects on the ranch. A
polo field was laid out first, and a barn for the polo ponies followed. By 1924, construction was
completed on a one-story house that contained a large living room, a kitchen, bedrooms and screened
in porch that served as the family's weekend retreat. A two-story structure nearby housed a garage and

http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1524/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54318
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54319
http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1524/


 

chauffeur's quarters below, while two bedrooms and a living room on the second floor accommodated
guests. When it was discovered that their home in Beverly Hills had become termite-ridden, the Rogers
decided to move permanently to the ranch. In 1930, F. Kenneth Reese, working for architect Asa
Hudson, designed a two-story addition to the house to proved bedrooms for the family and servants'
quarters. Many of the doors and windows from the Beverly Hills home were incorporated into this
addition, which was inspired by photographs of a Montana ranch house that Will had liked. Work on
the ranch grounds and buildings never stopped during Will's lifetime. In 1933, Will had the roof of the
south wing living room raised and bedrooms added for guests. Later, in the north wing their son Jim's
room was moved to a new second story bedroom to make way for a panelled library. Even in 1935, the
year of Will's death, Will's study was being enlarged and a sun room for Mrs. Rogers added off the
master bedroom. North of the main house stands the horse barn, consisting of two wings of stalls
which were moved from Jay Wooden's ranch in the San Fernando Valley, connected to a large central
rotunda. In keeping with the understated architecture Will preferred on the property, he decided that he
wanted the rotunda lowered, quipping that, "It looks too much like the Capitol dome, and I sure don't
want my horses mixed up in politics." Using a concept Will knew from his boyhood in Oklahoma,
bolts were moved to different holes in levers as workmen braced the rotunda roof while carpenters cut
the supporting posts all around the outside and then slowly removed a row of windows, lowering the
roof to its present height. These changes and other made up until Will's death, reflect the ranch's
evolution and the life of the Rogers family.
-  Survey number: HABS CA-2273
-  Building/structure dates: 19h1 Initial Construction
-  National Register of Historic Places NRIS Number: 71000149

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print


 

WILL ROGERS RANCH, MAIN HOUSE, 14253 SUNSET BOULEVARD, PACIFIC PALISADES,
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CA

 

Teaching Notes:

Three architectural drawings of the Will Rogers Ranch house - first floor, second floor, and elevation.

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1525/

Created / Published

Documentation compiled after 1933

Notes

-  Significance: Built in the 1920s-30s, this rustic craftsman-influenced example of affluent California
ranch architecture served as the weekend retreat and eventually the permanent family home of
humorist, writer, and actor Will Rogers (1879-1935) during his most successful years.
-  Unprocessed Field note material exists for this structure: FN-247
-  Survey number: HABS CA-2273-A
-  Building/structure dates: 1924 Initial Construction
-  Building/structure dates: 1930 Subsequent Work
-  National Register of Historic Places NRIS Number: 71000149

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1525/
http://www.loc.gov/item/ca1525/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print


 

WILL ROGERS STATUE, UNITED STATES CAPITOL

 

Teaching Notes:

"Shortly after entertainer Will Rogers was killed in an airplane crash on August 15, 1935, the state
of Oklahoma passed a bill to authorize that its second statue for the National Statuary Hall Collection in the
U.S. Capitol building in Washington, D.C. be one of Will Rogers. On the recommendation of Betty Rogers,
Will Rogers' wife, the sculptor Jo Davidson was awarded the commission."

"Davidson and Rogers had known each other for a number of years, during which time Davidson had
frequently attempted to convince Rogers to pose for him, and Rogers had always put it off, referring to
Davidson as 'you old head-hunter.'"

Read more about the statue in the Wikipedia article about it HERE. 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2016876144/

Created / Published

[1938 or 1939]

Genre

Glass negatives

Notes

http://www.loc.gov/item/2016876144/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Statuary_Hall_Collection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_Will_Rogers
http://www.loc.gov/item/2016876144/


 

-  Date based on date of negatives in same range.
-  Gift; Harris & Ewing, Inc. 1955.
-  General information about the Harris & Ewing Collection is available at
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.hec
-  Temp. note: Batch five.

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

hec 27190 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.27190

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.hec
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print


 

WILL ROGERS TALKS TO THE BANKERS

 

Teaching Notes:

Will Rogers gave this after dinner speech at a banquet of bankers from all over the world, gathered in New
York in 1923. 

In the speech, Rogers begins, "Loan sharks and interest hounds. I have addressed every form of organized
graft in the United States...uh, excepting Congress." 

It reminds me of the roasts I've heard at the annual charity White House Correspondents' Dinner. 

Why do students think this speech was effective? 

    Humor   

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67263/

Summary: Monologue
Genre: Comedies

https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67263/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2831
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67263/


 

WILL ROGERS' FIRST POLITICAL SPEECH

 

Teaching Notes:

In Will Rogers' first foray into politics, he says that his opponent must be a scoundrel because from what he
knows, "Every politician is a scoundrel and a tool of the interests."

How does this humorous speech compare to political speeches today? 

    Politics      Political Campaigns      Humor    

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67264/

Summary: Monologue
Genre: Comedies

https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67264/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1428
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=47817
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2831
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-67264/


 

 

Teaching Notes:

Thanks   Mary Johnson for reminding us of another aspect of what the fires in California are destroying. 

I wanted to share a related article from the the LA Times published 1-12-24 that highlights some of the more
than 30 historically significant sites that the recent fires have impacted (to date).  
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-01-12/landmarks-lost-palisades-and-eaton-fires

/user-view/mary-johnson
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-01-12/landmarks-lost-palisades-and-eaton-fires


 

 

Teaching Notes:

Thank you,    Keith Patterson , for that article reporting on still more of the 30 historically significant
sites destroyed or damaged. One possible activity with students would be to visit each historic site's website
to learn about its history and to consider how the people whose lives have been dedicated to the important
work of each one have also been impacted. It's a good opportunity to teach empathy. 

I was especially interested to read about the arts community and history of the Altadena neighborhood
because my L.A. artist daughter knows at least ten artists who have lost homes there. They are pulling
together and starting a number of Go Fund Me campaigns, but it's tough. So much of the media coverage has
been about celebrity homes lost, but in fairness, the media has also reported on the important roles celebrities
are playing in helping their communities. Most large cities have a core of artistic activity somewhere - maybe
not wealthy, but equally important. What do students know about their own?

/user-view/keith-patterson


 

A SCULPTURE, ALMOST FLAT TO THE GROUND, SCULPTURE OF THE RENOWNED
AMERICAN HUMORIST AND MOVIE ACTOR WILL ROGERS, BELOVED AS "AMERICA'S

COWBOY PHILOSOPHER" AT THE WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL MUSEUM IN CLAREMORE,
OKLAHOMA

 

Teaching Notes:

The sculpture of Will Rogers is an example of a primary source which serves as a memorial to honor the
renowned American humorist and movie actor.

A July 30, 2021 Minerva’s Kaleidoscope Blog post "History in Our Backyards: Monuments and Memorials"
challenges students to create their own monument or memorial in order to honor something or someone that
is important to them.

Students might consider these questions:

1. What do I want to create?
2. What do I want to convey in my monument, based on how I’ve seen others depicted in memorials?
3. What important elements of the person or thing need to be represented in my monument?
4. What medium am I going to use to create my monument?
5. Will everyone see my creation in the same way? Why or why not?

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2020743739/

Created / Published

2020-12-04.

Genre

http://www.loc.gov/item/2020743739/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2021/07/history-in-our-backyards-monuments-and-memorials/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2020743739/


 

Digital photographs--Color--2020

Notes

-  Title, date, keywords, and additional description details based on information provided by the
photographer.
-  His image, carved in stone, shows him in a Hollywood-type director's chair, as if he was relaxing
while awaiting his turn before the camera.
-  Purchase; Carol M. Highsmith Photography, Inc.; 2020; (DLC/PP-2020:133).
-  Forms part of Carol M. Highsmith's America Project in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive.

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

highsm 65590 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/highsm.65590

https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/highsm.65590


 

A MASS ERASURE OF HERITAGE

 

Teaching Notes:

This article from the Los Angeles Times dated January 12, 2025, gives a broad view of the terrible losses of a
number of cultural institutions in the Los Angeles fires and lists examples for additional student research on
preservation, environmental issues, emergency planning and preparedness, and more. 

    Cultural Heritage      Historic Preservation      Emergency Preparedness   

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=4923
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=9801
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54316


 

 

Teaching Notes:

I added the article to the album so that when I save it in its Copy Shareable URL form outside the Network, it

won't be lost in a comment that does not go beyond the Network. Thanks again,    Keith Patterson !

/user-view/keith-patterson


 

 

Teaching Notes:

I ran across this post from    Michelle Zupan - Teaching with Historic Places in Peril that might also
provide more information about efforts that have been taken to preserve these special places. This place is
gone, but how might we look to other vulnerable places to anticipate preservation.

/user-view/michelle-zupan
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/single-group/partnering-with-museum-educators-and-archivists/teaching-with-historic-places-in-peril?cid=86972


 

 

Teaching Notes:

On preservation and fires - I read a fascinating article in the San Francisco Chronicle "A tiny museum on
Mount Tam now houses a re-creation of a lost piece of California history." - January 2, 2025.  

It tells the story of how a re-creation of the Laurel Tie "the ceremonial final crossbeam laid in Utah to
complete the Transcontinental railroad" has now been re-created and displayed in the "Gravity Car Barn
Museum on Mount Tamalpais, where the wood used to create the original tie was harvested." 

The tie was to represent the Chinese and Irish laborers that worked to complete the Transcontinental.  Both
the tie and the Golden Spike (representing the Big Four Railroad tycoons)  had been preserved and displayed
in San Francisco - until the 1906 fire and earthquake.  The Golden Spike survived but the Laurel Tie was
burned to ashes.

Little recognition was given to the Chinese and Irish laborers and so a citizen who had Irish ancestors and
lives in Marin County where the Museum is located, organized fundraisers to re-create the tie and recognize
those laborers as the Laurel Tie was meant to do. The tie was re-created and is now housed in the Museum.  I
certainly can't wait to go visit!

As mentioned, fire can do great damage to history's artifacts, and to people's lives as we are experiencing
currently in California.

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/laurel-tie-replica-mount-tamalpais-museum-19916826.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/laurel-tie-replica-mount-tamalpais-museum-19916826.php


 

Ceremony at "wedding of the rails," May 10, 1869 at Promontory Point, Utah

   Michelle Zupan    Diana Laufenberg    Mary Johnson    Keith Patterson  

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004679791/
/user-view/michelle-zupan
/user-view/diana-laufenberg
/user-view/mary-johnson
/user-view/keith-patterson

