
 

ALBUM CIVIL WAR AND LINCOLN'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Album Description

Students will look at the last two paragraphs of Lincoln’s Inaugural addresses to compare and contrast what
Lincoln’s mood, tone and main focus was at each time in history, the beginning and the end of a great civil
war.  

 

1st 

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The
government will not assail you. You can have no conflict, without being yourselves the aggressors. You have
no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn one to "preserve,
protect and defend" it.

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have
strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every
battlefield, and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the
chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely, they will be, by the better angels of our nature.

 Delivered March 4, 1861

Excerpt the ending

Lincoln’s Inaugural Adress 1st

 

2nd

The Almighty has his own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses! for it must needs be that
offenses come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh." If we shall suppose that American slavery
is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued
through his appointed time, he now wills to remove, and that he gives to both North and South this terrible
war, as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those
divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to him? Fondly do we hope—fervently
do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until
all the wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until
every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three
thousand years ago, so still it must be said, "The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne
the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace among ourselves, and with all nations.

Lincoln’s 2nd address           Delivered at Washington, D. C. March 4, 1865.Excerpt ending.

Compare/Contrast the last two paragraphs of Lincoln’s first and second inaugural speeches.

Who is Lincoln speaking to?
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What topic or issues is he addressing in both speeches?

What tone is given in each one?

How do these speeches address the time?

 

 

 

 

 


