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Essential Question:   How does the Declaration of 
Independence affirm every United States citizen 
has “certain unalienable rights?”

SS.5.A.1.1 Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.
SS.5.A.4.6 Describe the introduction, impact, and role of slavery in the colonies.
SS.5.A.6.6 Explain how westward expansion affected Native Americans.
SS.5.CG.1.1 Recognize that the Declaration of Independence affirms that every U.S. 
citizen has certain unalienable rights.
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Essential Question:   How does the Declaration of 
Independence affirm every United States citizen 
has “certain unalienable rights?”

Zoom in and analyze the primary sources on the following slides.

Record the details you notice and the questions you have. 



What do these words mean to you?



What do you notice?

What do you wonder?



Horizontal outdoor 
scene with a raised 
platform at center 
with a group of 
African-Americans 
standing on it and 
facing the spectator. 
The auctioneer is 
standing on the right 
of the platform, while 
number of men stand 
to the right and left in 
front.

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?



The ethnic cleansing of the Cherokee nation by the U.S. Army, 1838. This painting, The Trail 
of Tears, was painted by Robert Lindneux in 1942. | Public Domain

San Francisco, California. 
Residents of Japanese 
ancestry appear for 
registration prior to 
evacuation. Evacuees will 
be housed in War 
Relocation Authority 
centers for the duration.

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?



What connections did you notice across these three primary sources?

• Similarities?

• Differences?



Does the Declaration of Independence affirm every United States citizen has 

“certain unalienable rights” as it relates to each primary source provided? 

Source # 1

Source # 2

Source # 3



What other historic moments can you think of that relate to “unalienable rights?”

Choose one of the historic events in this lesson or a related historic event to 

further research and develop a means to share your new learnings.

Use the questions you’ve created from this lesson to help guide your inquiry. 

Make sure they are questions you can research.


