
 

ALBUM WHY DID THE POWHATANS HELP SETTLERS AFTER THE
JAMESTOWN FIRE OF 1608?

Album Description

Introduction:
Over four hundred years ago, the land we now know as Virginia had a different name, and a very different
way of life. The Indigenous people living in the area called the land Tsenacommacah, and the most powerful
group of tribes was known as The Powhatan Confederacy (c. 1570-1646), led by Wahunsenacawh (also
known as Chief Powhatan). This powerful alliance of Algonquian-speaking tribes used a place of leadership
called Werowocomoco, which had been considered a sacred place for thousands of years. 
 
Chief Powhatan's Powhatan Confederacy had a hierarchical structure made of "werowances" (tribes) who
paid tribute to him. Considered the first English colony in North America, Jamestown was founded May
13th, 1607 close to the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, and inside the Paspaghegh lands of the Confederacy.
Tribes at first were open to a trading relationship with the English from Jamestown, including trade for
beads, metal tools, and food exchanges. 
 
However, distrust and conflict erupted on each side, leading to the capture of Jamestown settler Captain John
Smith in December 1607. Smith was brought to several tribes, eventually landing an audience at
Werowocomoco, and meeting Chief Powhatan and his daughter, Pocahontas. Prior to his capture, Smith had
worked hard to help the settlers through rounds of disease and hardship in 1607, working to negotiate a
fragile trading relationship with the Powhatan Confederacy.
 
By the winter of 1607, food was low and many original settlers had died. Fearing starvation for his
settlement, Smith formed an alliance with Powhatan, and met his young daughter Amonute (nickname
Pocahontas). Decades later, Smith writes of Pocahontas saving him from Powhatan, throwing herself across
Smith to keep him from harm. However, many historians are doubtful of this story, as Smith published
several earlier accounts of his capture without mention of being saved from death, only adding this detail
after Pocahontas and Powhatan died, and could not contest it. Historians now view that action as either a way
to sensationalize the story, or part of a tribal ritual where Chief Powhatan adopted Smith, later considering
Smith's group of settlers at Jamestown to be part of the Powhatan Confederacy. 
 
Likely as part of caring for a province in his domain, Powhatan provided food to Jamestown after the
devastating fire of January 7th, 1608, when all buildings except three burned to the ground, destroying almost
all winter supplies intended to provision colonists. Had Smith not made an effort to ally with the Powhatan
Confederacy in early 1607, Powhatan may have had less incentive to help English settlers with provisions to
get Jamestown through the winter.  
 
Ideas for Instruction:
Studying primary sources enhances student understanding by providing varied perspectives. This
comprehension fosters critical thinking.

Do a Question Formulation Technique (QFT) for the statue of John Smith image
Conduct a Jigsaw Activity to learn more about the geography and history of Jamestown colony and
the surrounding area.

Use the following pieces:
Photo of Jamestown environment: Marsh and woods on the grounds of Historic
Jamestowne, a preservation and continuing excavation site at the location of the 1607
James Fort, near the later 17th-century (and present-day) city of Jamestown, Virginia

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//single-group/tps-commons/the-powhatan-confederacys-impact-on-early-jamestown-settlers
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//single-group/tps-commons/the-powhatan-confederacys-impact-on-early-jamestown-settlers


 

Recreation of Pamunkey tribe photograph: America,Jamestown Settlement,Living-history
museums,Powhatan Indian Village,Heather Dor ?Johnson,Roger Balance
Recreation of Pamunkey homes photograph: Yehakhin huts, single-family homes, of the
re-created Powhatan Indian Village at the Jamestown Settlement in Jamestown, Virginia
Book Image of Pamunkey Boat Building: The New World [...] / Lorant, ed. New York :
Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1965, p. 249
Painting of Early Settlement: Construction of James Fort, Sidney E. King. U.S. Geological
Survey.
Painting of Chief Powhatan: Lives of Famous Indian Chiefs by Norman B. Wood., 1906
Painting of Captain John Smith: 

Provide students with a copy of the Primary Source Analysis Tool.
Use prompts from the Teacher's Guide for Analyzing Books & Other Printed Texts and
Teacher's Guide Analyzing Newspapers.
Once back in their base groups, students will share the primary sources they explored and answer
the following questions:

What are the common themes among these sources?
What claims can you make about Jamestown? What evidence do you have for your
claims? 

Complete a comparative analysis of different maps of the area.
Use the following maps:

Virginia (1624) by John Smith and William Hole
Virginia--Maps--Early works to 1800 by John White, Theodor de Bry, and Thomas
Harriet

Use Zoom-In to focus on small sections of each map before looking at them more broadly.
Provide students with a copy of the Primary Source Analysis Tool. 
Use prompts from the Teacher's Guide Analyzing Maps.

Consider pairing your study of the history of Jamestown and the Native communities that near it with a
piece of historical fiction. In this album you will find links to Blood on the River by Elisa Carbone
(2007) or for a look at events after the 1608 fire, Our Strange New Land: Elizabeth's Jamestown
Colony Diary by Patricia Hermes (2002)
A nonfiction children's book that could also be used is Uncovering the Jamestown Colony (Hidden
History) by Caitlin McAneney 
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https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool_LOC.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Books_and_Other_Printed_Texts.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Newspapers.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1elgYNXeGStGn3aE3HY3GQzKx9QDRz5SwrS03saUiEaI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool_LOC.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Maps.pdf
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=6
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=11
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=54631


 

[A WEROANS, OR CHIEFTAIN, OF VIRGINIA]

 

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2001696964/

Summary

Full-length, front and back portraits of a Native chief in Virginia, with bow and arrow; hunting scene
in the background.

Created / Published

[1590]

Genre

Book illustrations--1590
Watercolors--1580-1590--Reproductions--1590
Engravings--1590

Notes

-  Illus. in: Wunderbarliche, doch warhafftige Erklärung, von der Gelegenheit vnd Sitten der Wilden in
Virginia ... / Erstlich in engelländischer Sprach beschrieben durch Thomam Hariot, vnd newlich durch
Christ. P. in Teutsch gebracht. Franckfort am Mayn : Gedruckt bey J. Wechel, in Verlegung D. Bry,
1590, [plate] 3.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2001696964/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001696964/


 

-  Engraving by Theodor de Bry after watercolor by John White.
-  Title transcribed from Lorant, p. 231.
-  The New World [...] / Lorant, ed. New York : Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1965, p. 231
-  Reference copy in LOT 4411-C.

Repository

Library of Congress Rare Book and Special Collections Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Digital Id

cph 3b01309 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b01309



 

STATUE OF CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH ON JAMESTOWN ISLAND, PART OF THE COLONIAL
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IN JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA

 

Teaching Notes:

Zoom In: What Do You Notice? How does this compare to Smith's other portrait?

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.15089/?r=-0.949,0.028,2.897,1.456,0

Created / Published

[between 1980 and 2006]

Genre

Transparencies--Color--1980-2010

Notes

-  Digital image produced by Carol M. Highsmith to represent her original film transparency; some
details may differ between the film and the digital images.
-  Title, date, and keywords provided by the photographer.
-  Credit line: Photographs in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive, Library of Congress, Prints and
Photographs Division.
-  Gift and purchase; Carol M. Highsmith; 2011; (DLC/PP-2011:124).
-  Forms part of the Selects Series in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive.

http://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.15089/?r=-0.949,0.028,2.897,1.456,0
http://www.loc.gov/resource/highsm.15089/?r=-0.949,0.028,2.897,1.456,0


 

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

highsm 15089 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/highsm.15089

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/highsm.15089


 

IMAGE 125 OF VOLUME 1 (GENERAL COLLECTIONS COPY)

 

Teaching Notes:

Read excerpts from book as descriptors of the harrowing journey from England to North America.

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.0262a/?sp=125

Created / Published

Glasgow : J. MacLehose ; New York : Macmillan, 1907.

Notes

-  Includes index.
-  Kislak accession no.: 2000.037.01.0012 (v. 1)
-  Kislak accession no.: 2000.037.02.0012 (v. 2)

Digital Id

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/lhbcb.0262a
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/lhbcb.0262b

http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.0262a/?sp=125
http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbcb.0262a/?sp=125
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/lhbcb.0262a
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/lhbcb.0262b


 

UNCOVERING THE JAMESTOWN COLONY BY CAITLIN MCANENEY (2016)

 

Teaching Notes:

Publisher description: Jamestown is celebrated as the first permanent English settlement in North America,
but underneath the well-known history is a darker past. In its beginning years, Jamestown was far from
successful. In fact, most colonists who came to Jamestown never left; they died shortly after arriving. This
fascinating book delves into the challenges of the colony, revealing its successes, tragedies, and even horrors
such as cannibalism. Readers will be surprised to learn about the real-life Pocahontas and John Smith, and
eager to find out more about what really happened in this Virginia colony's early days.

Reference Link: https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-
History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-
id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-
912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-
8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1

https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncovering-Jamestown-Colony-Hidden-History/dp/1482458063/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_3/132-8900277-5643208?pd_rd_w=XuLhf&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=A2K1Q9C4QWPX10N355H6&pd_rd_wg=rEIjj&pd_rd_r=422a7d80-92c8-4d54-8c2b-f625f4def616&pd_rd_i=1482458063&psc=1


 

OUR STRANGE NEW LAND: ELIZABETH'S JAMESTOWN COLONY DIARY, BOOK ONE (MY
AMERICA) BY PATRICIA HERMES 

 

Teaching Notes:

Publisher summary: Award-winning author Pat Hermes tells the story of Elizabeth Barker, whose family
sails from Plymouth, England, to Jamestown, Virginia, in 1609. This book helps to relaunch the My America
series.

In May 1607, 3 ships sailed up the James River in Virginia. In the riverbank marshes, they made land and
hung the flag--England's flag--establishing the first permanent English colony in Jamestown, Virginia. In
1609, the first ship carrying women and children arrived. After 71 days at sea, nine-year-old Elizabeth Barker
is thrilled to be on dry land. Lizzie keeps a journal for Caleb, her twin brother who stayed in England because
of his weak lungs. In her buoyant entries,Lizzie tells of the abundant forests, trading with and learning from
the Indians, and adventures with her new friends.

Reference Link: https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-
Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-
1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-
20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US

https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/My-America-Strange-Elizabeths-Jamestown/dp/0439368987/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1543084321&sr=1-1&keywords=My+America:+Our+Strange+New+Land:%C2%A0Elizabeth%27s+Jamestown+Colony+Diary&linkCode=sl1&tag=alyssateaches-20&linkId=03c6179939715c94dc5a42c1815f310e&language=en_US


 

BLOOD ON THE RIVER: JAMES TOWN, 1607 BY ELISA CARBONE (2007)

 

Teaching Notes:

Publisher summary: Twelve-year-old Samuel Collier is a lowly commoner on the streets of London. So when
he becomes the page of Captain John Smith and boards the Susan Constant, bound for the New World, he
can’t believe his good fortune. He’s heard that gold washes ashore with every tide. But beginning with the
stormy journey and his first contact with the native people, he realizes that the New World is nothing like he
imagined. The lush Virginia shore where they establish the colony of James Town is both beautiful and
forbidding, and it’s hard to know who’s a friend or foe. As he learns the language of the Algonquian Indians
and observes Captain Smith’s wise diplomacy, Samuel begins to see that he can be whomever he wants to be
in this new land.

Reference Link: https://www.amazon.com/Blood-River-James-Town-1607/dp/0142409324

https://www.amazon.com/Blood-River-James-Town-1607/dp/0142409324
https://www.amazon.com/Blood-River-James-Town-1607/dp/0142409324


 

'PARAMOUNT CHIEF POWHATAN | PEOPLE OF THE PAST'

 

'Many great leaders have shaped the history of Tsenacommacah, but the most widely known is likely
Paramount Chief Powhatan. Paramount Chief Powhatan was born in the town of Powhatan, near the falls of
the James River. His personal name was actually Wahunsenacawh with Powhatan being more akin to a
nickname. He held the title of Paramount Chief or Mamanatowick, meaning he ruled over many tribes and
towns in Tsenacommacah.'



 

WORLD EXPLORERS: JOHN SMITH (PBS WORLD EXPLORERS)

 

Teaching Notes:

The English explorer John Smith was crucial to the exploration of and establishment of colonies within what
is now the Northeastern United States. The first permanent English colony in the New World at Jamestown
owes its creation to Smith, as does the mapping of the Chesapeake Bay. 



 

'JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA 1607 COLONY'

 

'HISTORY OF NORTH AMERICA — After many years of unsuccessful North American settlements, the
English founded in 1607 the colony of Jamestown in Virginia. EPISODE 182 — Jamestown 1607



 

HISTORICAL INTERPRETER CAMERON GARRETT PAUSES IN HER DUTIES OF
FASHIONING YUCCA FIBERS INTO CORDAGE (CRUDE ROPE), IN THE RE-CREATED
POWHATAN INDIAN VILLAGE OF THE JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT IN JAMESTOWN,

VIRGINIA

 

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2020724627/

Created / Published

2019-11-24.

Genre

Digital photographs--Color--2010-2020

Notes

-  Title, date, keywords, and additional description details based on information provided by the
photographer.
-  The state-sponsored living-history museum tells the story of the Americas' first British colony, from
the arrival of English colonists in Jamestown in 1607 to cultural encounters with Powhatan Indians and
other events that planted the seeds of a new nation.
-  Purchase; Carol M. Highsmith Photography, Inc.; 2019; (DLC/PP-2019:069).
-  Forms part of Carol M. Highsmith's America Project in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive.

Repository

https://www.loc.gov/item/2020724627/

