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Historical Background:

The United States has been a place of constant migration. In this
primary source set, we will explore three primary types of mi-
gration. Internal migration is migration within borders of the
nation. Forced migration is migration that is not voluntary such
as the Trail of Tears and the trafficking of the enslaved. Immi-
gration is migration of people from other areas of the world to
the United States. The roots of the United States begin with co-
lonial migration in the 1600s with the settlers of Jamestown.
The forced migration of Native Americans and enslaved Africans
and African Americans shaped the early years of the new nation.
After the American Civil War, many voluntary migrations of
African Americans from southern states to northern states be-
gan, first with the Exodusters Movement and then again decades
later with the Great Migration. With the innovation of the rail-
road, people were able to move to different areas of the country
much more quickly than in previous generations, forever chang-
ing the landscape of the American west. Immigrants from differ-
ent countries and areas of the world continued to arrive to the
United States in droves, further altering the population and set-
tlement patterns. Economic hardship and struggle to survive in
twentieth century America, forced many to migrate once again,
some to further west and some as far as Alaska. All mass migra-
tion patterns and resulted settlements transformed and contin-

ued to transform the landscape of the United States.

Suggestions for Teachers:

The term migration is defined as “movement from one part of

something to the other.” Using this definition and the resources
compiled in this primary source set, teachers can encourage stu-
dents to make connections across cultures and times when dis-
cussing migration. Why did people migrate? Did they have a
choice in their migrations? How did the multiple forced and vol-
untary migrations impact population distribution and economic

and social factors in the United States?

From Maine to Florida [1911]

- MANY PEOPLES UNE N

Let us unite to Americanize

\LUN

€ricd

Many peoples - one nation Let us unite to

Americanize America [1917]



http://www.loc.gov/teachers
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/migration
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011648855/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/39700/39709r.jpg
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/27700/27700r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/00651568/
https://www.loc.gov/item/00651568/

Migration: Colonial America

Treaty between William Penn and the Indians

Primary Source Set: Colonial America

Lesson Plan: The Starving Time in Jamestown

Themed Resources: Colonial and Early America

America’s Story: Colonial America

December 2011 TPS Newsletter: Colonial America

Lesson Plan: Tennessee’s Western Frontier

Plymouth Rock, Plymouth,
Massachusetts [c.1980-2006]

This map of North America [1715]

Cumberland Gap [c.1872]



https://www.loc.gov/item/2003680963/
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43538492
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43355530
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/colonial-america/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/colonial/jb_colonial_subj.html
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43561836
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43439480
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:pnp:highsm:16800:16895/full/pct:6.25/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011635088/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011635088/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446137/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b00000/3b00600/3b00607r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b00607/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b01000/3b01300/3b01308r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001696963/
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd3:g3300:g3300:np000058/full/pct:12.5/0/default.jpg

Forced Migration: Trail of Tears

e Lesson Plan: Trail of Tears

e Lesson Plan: Myth of the Vanishing Race

Geronimo

e Lesson Plan: Citizenship for American Indians N whom Gen.
; | Miles named the

“Human

Tiger” [c.1903]

Primary Source Set: Trail of Tears

e R Primary Source Set: American Indians

HISTORICAL CARICATURE OF THE CHEROKEE NATION.

Immigration: Native Americans

Historical Caricature of the Cherokee Nation [1886]

Immigration: Removing Native Americans from
their land

PBS Historical Documents - Trail of Tears

PBS People & Events — Indian Removal

Map showing the lands assigned to emigrant Indi-

ans west of Arkansas and Missouri

National Historic Trail Official Map [2012]

NPS - Trail of Tears: National Historic Trail

This map, provided by the National Park Service,

showcases detailed routes along the Trail of Tears.

Population of an Indian village moving [1870]



https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43439548
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454035
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454077
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g10000/3g11000/3g11400/3g11486v.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/99471909/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99471909/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99471909/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99471909/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99471909/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b30000/3b36000/3b36100/3b36104r.jpg
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43539577
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43537948
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/native_american.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008661841/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/native_american2.html
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/native_american2.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h1567.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2959.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446197/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446197/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/trailoftears.htm
https://www.nps.gov/trte/planyourvisit/upload/2012-TRTE.jpg
https://www.nps.gov/trte/planyourvisit/maps.htm
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3c00000/3c02000/3c02400/3c02450v.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/91713201/

Forced Migration: Trail of Tears:

Orders No. [25
Head Quarters,

Eastern Division
Cherokee Agency,
Ten. May 17, 1838.
[1838]

Map of the former territorial limits of the Cherokee

"Nation of" Indians ; Map showing the territory originall

assioned Cherokee "Nation of" Indians. [1884]

MAMLULE As

. CXLVIIL.—4n Aect to provide for an evchange of lands witl the Indians May 28, 1830.
C:::::’ ing in any of the da&uprar W{Mu,m&fw?;uirnmmlm of the L=
river Mississippi. :
Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Representatives of the United = Districts to be
States of America, in Congress ass That it shall and may be law- laid off.
ful for the President of the United States to cause so much of any terri-
y tory belonging to the United States, west of the river Mississippi, not
i, - included in any state or organized territory, and to which the Indian
%@Wﬁ"w title has been extinguished, as he may judge necessary, to be divided

276

M-\J i 2 " %
& |ueT Pl 19‘:-{ i ! An act to provide for an exchange of lands with the Indians

residing in any of the States or Territories, and for their re-

moval West of the river Mississippi, [1830]

Treaty between the United States of America and the United

Nations of Chippewa, Ottowa and the Potawatomie Indians.
Concluded September 26, 1833—Ratified February 21, 1835,

bv Andrew Jackson.

- AMAPurte S5 DISTRICT Jse SECITON
: ¥ of rigiily Che bt
.. UNION COUNTY. . il
The Cherokee Land Lottery, containing a
numerical list of the names of the fortunate arty of Oregon Emigrants—The Pawnees considered

"
drawers in said lotterv, with an engraved map accessory to the stampede (1851

of each district, by James F. Smith, of Execution of Thirt;[—Eight Siuox Indians at Markato, MN,
Milledgeville. Georgia. A Map of the 18th December 26th. 1862

District, 1st Section, originally Cherokee
now Union County [1838]

"More Indian Outrage—fortv—five head of cattle lost bv a



http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-treaty.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-treaty.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-treaty.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-treaty.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-outrage.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-outrage.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-outrage.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-exec.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-exec.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-lottery.htm
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe17/rbpe174/1740400a/001dr.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.1740400a/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.1740400a/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.1740400a/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.1740400a/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.1740400a/
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd386:g3861:g3861e:np000155/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446145/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446145/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99446145/
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/images/lottery.jpg
https://memory.loc.gov/ll/llsl/004/0400/04590411.gif
https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=004/llsl004.db&recNum=458
https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=004/llsl004.db&recNum=458
https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=004/llsl004.db&recNum=458

Forced Migration: Slavery

AriaxTi)

e Lesson Plan: Growth of Slave Economy

e Lesson Plan: Views on the Emancipation Proclamation

MEN’S ROOM.
T

Remarks on the slave-trade [1807]

Immigration: African Americans
Immigration: A |ourne¥ in Chains
Immigration: Resistance and Abolition

The African-American Mosaic — Abolition

"=expect he is now i
make his escape to a free state, (in all probab:
lm he may try to get employment on a steamboat. 'Be is’ nk
dy in any capacity as a house servant. Had on
Gk Sy e, i s mmﬂ“%
ive Tew: en in ill; o]
hundred glfmm Louisville in this State, and 150 -

and me, ured
'gednssm, deiverg(a e, or seci mmvyvﬂmt
Bardeoen, Ky, Septomber 84,1888,

$150 reward [cut of runaway slave] Ranaway

from the subscriber, on the night of the 2d

instant, a negro man, who calls himself Henry
May [1838]

Humans for Sale [1777]

Family of slaves at the Gaines” house [1862]



https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43440329
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43441447
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/african.html
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/african3.html
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/african5.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam005.html
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe15/rbpe156/15604100/001dr.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.15604100
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ds/05500/05506v.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/96511694/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe02/rbpe022/0220120b/001dr.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.0220120b/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.0220120b/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.0220120b/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.0220120b/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african-american-odyssey/slavery-the-peculiar-institution.html#obj12
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd8:g8200:g8200:ct000124/full/pct:25/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/98687162
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african-american-odyssey/slavery-the-peculiar-institution.html#obj12

Migration: Westward Expansion

Lesson Plan: Lewis and Clark Expedition

Lesson Plan: Manifest Destiny: War on the
Plains

Primary Source Set: Westward Expansion

TR

Immioration: Chinese Immioration . ]
- A map of Lewis and Clark's track, across the western por-

tion of North America from the Mississippi to the Pacific
Ocean : by order of the executive of the United States in
1804, 5 & 6 [c.1804-1806]

Research Guide: Missouri Compromise

America’s Library: Western expansion and reform

Westward expansion: Links to the past

|ournc¥s west

California as I saw it

American progress Also known as Westward

the course of destiny Westward ho! Manifest
destiny [1873]

ClLE JuNnES,

Mining life in California — Chinése miners [1857]

“*poxs Nor SUCH A MERTING MAKE AMEXDS?"

Does not such a meeting make amends? [1869]

7% o 0w, o'. LA, - v |
e 2T will go West!

Words by the author of « Story in verse of Ezekiel Jones,” « William Geer,” &, &c. Music by J. P. BARRETT.

Lwill go west! [1875]



https://guides.loc.gov/missouri-compromise
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/reform/jb_reform_subj.html
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/past/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/past/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/california-first-person-narratives/about-this-collection/
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43439519
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43453969
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43453969
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43539775
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/chinese.html
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd412:g4126:g4126s:ct000028/full/pct:12.5/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/79692907/
https://www.loc.gov/item/79692907/
https://www.loc.gov/item/79692907/
https://www.loc.gov/item/79692907/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/09800/09855r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/
https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/
https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b40000/3b48000/3b48600/3b48647r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002720304/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3c30000/3c30000/3c30200/3c30289r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700332/
https://memory.loc.gov/diglib/media/loc.music.sm1875.10352/001.tif/5152
https://www.loc.gov/item/sm1875.10352

Migration: Westward Expansion

e National Expansion and Reform (1815-1880)

e Web Guide: National Expansion and Reform, 1815-1860

Westward expansion: Encounters at a cultural crossroads

Millions of acres. Iowa and Nebraska. Land

Map of land—grant and bond-aided railroads of the

for sale on 10 years credit by the Burling-
United States [1892] ton & Missouri River R. R. Co. at 6 per ct

interest and low prices ... Buffalo. N. Y.

"Nebraska Sketches" Frank Commercial advertiser printing house

Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, [1872]
[1859]

Ho! For Californial [1851]

Best Thing in the West [1873] Passengers from Washington for the
West are reminded that they can pro-

cure through tickets and baggage

Westward Expansion checks: at the Washington station,
direct for all parts of the West! The

connecting trains leave Washington
dailvat 6 AAM. and 41/2P.M. T. H

[1857]

"How to Get Land" [1883]

 Life in Nebraska [1859]



http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-nebraska.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-nebraska.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-ho.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-bestthing.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-getland.htm
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-contents.htm
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/expref/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/nationalexpanhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/westward/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe13/rbpe134/13401300/001dr.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.13401300/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.13401300/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.13401300/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.13401300/
https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.13401300/
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd370:g3701:g3701p:rr000650/full/pct:12.5/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688343/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688343/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe03/rbpe031/0310070a/001dr.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.0310070a
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/images/nebraska2.jpg
http://www.teachushistory.org/Westward/ps-nebraska.htm

Migration: Exodusters

e The African-American Mosaic — Western Migration

and Homesteading ‘
The African-American Mosaic — Nicodemus, Kansas o or ansas I

Digital Public Library of America — Exodusters: Afri- Brethrei Fnends &Feno_“—’cltlzens
can American Migration to the Great Plains I feel tht;,nkful % i’nform you that the i

REAL ESTATE

ANID

National Park Services — Archeology of an Exoduster Homestea,d ASSOCia‘tion’
Neighborhood Will Leave Here the

ST fath of April, 1878,

In pursuit of Homes in the Southwestern
Lands of America, at Transportation
Rates, cheaper than ever
was known before.

For full information inquire of
Benj. Singleton, better known as old Pap,
NO. 5 NORTH FRONT STREET.

Beware of Speculators and Adventurers, as it is a dangerous thing
to fall in their hands.

Nashville, Tenn., March 18, 1878.

National Archives — Exodus to Kansas

Benjamin Singleton printed handbills to attract
black settlers to Kansas [1878]

The Little Ida" En route for Kansas - ﬂeeing from
the Yellow Fever [1879]

o SENT RAL

nm\mn\t

The Negro exodus - Scenes on the wharves at

Vicksburg [1879]

Nicodemus Historic District, Nicodemus,
Graham County, KS [c.1885]



http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam009.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam009.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam010.html
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/exodusters-african-american-migration-to-the-great-plains/teaching-guide
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/exodusters-african-american-migration-to-the-great-plains/teaching-guide
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2008/summer/exodus.html
https://www.nps.gov/brvb/learn/historyculture/mwacbrvb.htm
https://www.nps.gov/brvb/learn/historyculture/mwacbrvb.htm
https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/exodusters.htm
https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/prologue/2008/summer/images/exodus-broadside-l.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam009.html#obj9
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam009.html#obj9
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ds/13000/13083r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019630693/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019630693/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/habshaer/ks/ks0000/ks0077/photos/069504pv.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ks0077.photos/?sp=7
https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ks0077.photos/?sp=7
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3c20000/3c27000/3c27700/3c27755r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001695517/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001695517/

Migration: Immigration o _AME Ris A-N m««g !_T PZENS)

e Lesson Plan: Immigration in Nineteenth Ccntury

America

Lesson Plan: Life in America for “New” Immigrants

Lesson Plan: The Land of Opportunity vs. Nativism

We are burdened with enornioas *
taxes by forcigners. W are corrupted
n the morals_of our youth, We are

Nunn
% b e o tham 5» port of Foreign
il i

Lesson Plan: Immigration: A Case Study on Multiple
sonding ack Forelgn Pagpers llnupnrlll‘m“llunl of dalars geacy.

Perspectives and Diverse Formats +'The PATRIOT is Publisheg oar s e moe st o eowi;‘zhonngm. St., Boston,
+ And for Sale at the Periodieal m.on in this place. Single copies 4 Cents.,

Primary Source Set: Immigration in America

American citizens! We appeal to you in all

Mgw calmness. Is it not time to pause? . . . A paper
entitled the American patriot [1852]

Emigrants [i.e. immiorants] landing at Ellis

Island [1903]

Statistical atlas
of the United
States, based
upon the re-
sults of the

eleventh census

[1890]

U.S. inspectors examining eyes of immigrants
Ellis Island, New York Harbor [c.1913]

Immigration station, Angel Island, Cal. [c.1915]

The Americanese wall - as

Congressman [John Lawson]

Burnett would build it [1916]

THE AMERICAN'ESE W,
e A!.Ii) AIA,S GONGRESSMAN
Uneze s.u You're welcome in—if you can d.unb it!



https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43461529
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43461529
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454687
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454729
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454775
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43454775
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43538761
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/introduction.html
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/07500/07575r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008661538/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008661538/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008661538/
https://www.loc.gov/item/00694367/
https://www.loc.gov/item/00694367/
https://www.loc.gov/item/97501532/
https://www.loc.gov/item/97501532/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/ds/03000/03059r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2007660596/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b00000/3b00500/3b00563r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006681433/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006681433/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006681433/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a10000/3a10000/3a10000/3a10036r.jpg
https://memory.loc.gov/mbrs/lcmp002/m2a10987t.gif
https://tile.loc.gov/image-services/iiif/service:gmd:gmd370m:g3701m:g3701gm:gct00010:ca000018/full/pct:12.5/0/default.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701gm.gct00010/?sp=18&r=-0.467,-0.045,1.973,0.735,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701gm.gct00010/?sp=18&r=-0.467,-0.045,1.973,0.735,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701gm.gct00010/?sp=18&r=-0.467,-0.045,1.973,0.735,0
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