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ALBUM THE BLACK GUIDES OF MAMMOTH CAVE

Album Description

Mammoth Cave in south-central Kentucky is: a National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a natural 
wonder, an archaeological site dating back thousands of years, and a historic site that represents a successful 
struggle for freedom, equity, and entrepreneurship of  Black Americans both enslaved and free. 

The Cave has a wonderful legacy of Black tour guides dating back nearly 200 years. 

This is a great listen to start your students off on a journey of discovery: 

The Enduring Legacy of Black Guides at Mammoth Cave National Park, WBUR

   3 - 5      6 - 8      9 - 12      13+      Social Studies/History      Black History      Kentucky   

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//tps-commons/the-black-guides-of-mammoth-cave
https://www.nps.gov/maca/index.htm
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2024/06/25/mammoth-cave-black-guides
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=6
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=11
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=7
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=10
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=3687
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2637
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[STEPHEN BISHOP, AFRO-AMERICAN GUIDE OF MAMMOTH CAVE, KENTUCKY, HALF-
LENGTH PORTRAIT, FACING FRONT]

Teaching Notes:

Read the section about Stephen Bishop. He was an enslaved man working at Mammoth before the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

What is one thing about his biography that made you curious?

Did you notice he spoke Latin and Greek? It was illegal for enslaved people to learn to read. How do you 
think he learned to speak those languages? 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/93507462/

Created / Published

[published 1882]

Genre

Book illustrations--1880-1890
Engravings--1880-1890

http://www.loc.gov/item/93507462/
http://www.loc.gov/item/93507462/


Image not found
https://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/uploads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

Notes

-  Illus. in: Mammoth Cave, by Hovey, 1882, p. 7.
-  Reference copy in BIOG - Bishop, Stephen.

Digital Id

cph 3a03757 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a03757
cph 3b40028 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b40028
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BLACK HISTORY AT MAMMOTH CAVE, PART 1: PBS VIDEO
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THE MAMMOTH CAVE AND ITS DENIZENS; A COMPLETE DESCRIPTIVE GUIDE.

Teaching Notes:

This booklet, published shortly after the end of the Civil War, does not mention the Black guides. Why do 
you think it does not? 

Explore the first few pages of the booklet, pay attention to Page 14 (#22 or 108 pages in the Library of 
Congress record).  What do you find curious or interesting? Why? 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002327/

Created / Published

Cincinnati, R. Clarke, 1869.

Notes

-  Also available in digital form.

http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002327/
http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002327/
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BRANSFORD SHARES HIS FAMILY HISTORY IN MAMMOTH CAVE

Teaching Notes:

The New Enterprise interviewed the last Bransford to work at Mammoth Cave. 

What did you find most interesting about his story? 
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MAMMOTH CAVE OF KENTUCKY: AN ILLUSTRATED MANUAL,

Teaching Notes:

In this 1897 booklet, explore pages 12 and 13 (Images 26 and 27). The Bransford guides are mentioned, but 
not that they are Black. Do you think the author left this out intentionally? Why or Why not? If he had put in 
that they guides were Black would it have affected sales of his booklet?

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/04003478/

Created / Published

Louisville, J. P. Morton and company, 1897.

Notes

-  Also available in digital form.

http://www.loc.gov/item/04003478/
http://www.loc.gov/item/04003478/
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MAMMOTH CAVE, EDMONDSON, CO., KY. - CORKSCREW

Teaching Notes:

This is a passage called The Corkscrew.  The photo was taken in 1891.

What makes it unique for the time and the place?

Compare it to this image and answer the question again. 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2005680825/

Summary

An African American man and woman climbing ladders.

Created / Published

c1893.

Notes

http://www.loc.gov/item/2005680825/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006688466/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2005680825/
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-  Title and other information transcribed from unverified, old caption card data and item.
-  Frances Benjamin Johnston Collection.
-  Caption card tracings: Caves; Ky. M- C-; Shelf.

Repository

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Digital Id

cph 3b08114 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b08114
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AMERICA WORKS PODCAST OCCUPATIONAL FOLKLIFE PROJECT, AMERICAN 
FOLKLIFE CENTER SEASON 5, EPISODE 3: JERRY BRANSFORD, PARK RANGER. 

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, KENTUCKY

Teaching Notes:

This transcript can be used with or without a separate video interview with Jerry Bransford, the last in the 
line of Black guides going back nearly 200 years! 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2020785338/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2020785338/
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PICTORIAL GUIDE TO THE MAMMOTH CAVE, KENTUCKY.

Teaching Notes:

Published 10 years before the Civil War began, this booklet discusses the Guide at Mammoth Cave. Read 
the description of Stephen on pages 10 and 11 (Images 20 and 21).  How does this description make you 
feel? What would you like to know about the man? 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002333/

Created / Published

New York, Stringer & Townsend [1851]

Notes

-  Added t.-p., engraved.
-  Also available in digital form.
-  LAC ael 2020-10-01 update (1 card)

http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002333/
http://www.loc.gov/item/rc01002333/
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HOW A CELEBRATED FAMILY LEGACY CONTINUES TO IMPACT KENTUCKY'S 
MAMMOTH CAVE

Teaching Notes:

Explore the photos of Materson and Nick Bransford. 

What do you find interesting? 

What do you want to know more about? 
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Teaching Notes:

We have dozens of members of the TPS Teachers Network from Kentucky. Please share this wonderful 

album widely,   Kim Sergent  and all our Kentucky colleagues, and let us know how you use it!

/kim-sergent

