
 

ALBUM USING AN ALBUM TO CREATE A CIVIL WAR LESSON PLAN

Album Description

One of the significant advantages of the TPS Teachers Network is that it gives teachers the capability to talk
shop in a safe space somewhat like a teachers' lounge. We can close the door, but we can also invite others to
sit down with us while we plan a learning experience.

Another important feature of the Network is its album tool, which allows teachers to collect, curate, and
export a variety of primary sources in multiple formats in support of a lesson or unit.

In this album - Using an Album to Create a Civil War Lesson Plan - I'd like to bring these two features
together. I'll be thinking aloud about my process through a new space in the album called Teaching Notes. I'd
like to invite all members of the Network to participate through comments, and I'll even make the album
collaborative so that you can upload additional primary sources and explain how you would use them.

Keep in mind that I am not a history teacher! I am approaching this album from the perspective of a librarian
and curriculum developer exploring the power of teaching with primary sources.

This album is based on a story I read about two young brothers from Pennsylvania coal country who fought
and died for the Union on the battleground of the Spotsylvania Court House in Virginia in 1864. While the
story can stand on its own, I think it will be much enriched by the addition of primary sources.

Grave of Pvt Franklin Workman https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/14064047/franklin-workman 
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KILLED AT SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE - THE WORKMAN BROTHERS OF
WICONISCO, PENNSYLVANIA

 

Teaching Notes:

Jake Wynn, who is currently the Director of Interpretation at the National Museum of Civil War Medicine in
Maryland, wrote this blog post about two brothers who fought and died in the battle of the Spotsylvania
Court House in Virginia in 1864. The author is particularly interested the history of the small Pennsylvania
coal country area where he grew up - and the same area where the two brothers were born and worked in the
coal mines before entering the war. In addition, Mr. Wynn focuses on the experience of the average Civil
War soldier.

I am always looking for ways to help students understand what it was like to BE a soldier, a craftsman, a
farmer, a schoolteacher, or whatever in history!

I would use this blog post first as the basis for telling a good story to my students. I could prep students with
a few questions of my own - What prompted two brothers named Josiah and Franklin Workman to volunteer
to serve with the Union infantry of the Pennsylvania 96th? Why did they lie about their ages? How do we
even know about these brothers? What happened to them?

Even though I think students would get the gist of the story, I’m not sure they would have much contextual
knowledge to build a complete picture in their minds. That’s where primary sources come into play. Maybe I
would show a few pictures from the blog. (I could upload screen shots of them to this album.) Depending on
how much time we have, I could have students start building contextual knowledge through their own
searches for primary sources. If time is more limited, I could have an album ready beforehand. Either way,
I’m a huge believer in having students ask their own questions, so I don’t believe the research would stop
here.

Wynning History 

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=44180


 

BREAKER BOYS IN KOHINOR MINE, SHENANDOAH CITY, PA.

 

Teaching Notes:

The article states that when the father of Josiah and Franklin Workman died, leaving their mother with nine
children to raise, the boys probably went to work in the coal mines either as breaker boys or as mule drivers.
To give an idea of one of the possible motivations for enlisting, I looked for photos of breaker boys and mule
drivers. Based on this photo and others, I would have students use their mobile devices to learn more about
the work and working conditions of a Pennsylvania coal miner of any age, but especially of boys like Josiah
and Frank Workman. 

breaker boys    coal mining 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/93500119/

Contributor Names: Johnston, Frances Benjamin, 1864-1952, photographer
Created / Published: [1891]
Subject Headings: -  Child laborers--Pennsylvania--Shenandoah City--1890-1900
-  Coal mining--Pennsylvania--Shenandoah City--1890-1900
Notes: -  Title devised by Library staff.
-  Inscribed on verso: Kohinor Mine, Shenandoah City, Pa. 1891.
-  Forms part of: Frances Benjamin Johnston Collection (Library of Congress).
-  Exhibited: "Who's Afraid of Women Photographers?" at the Musee d'Orsay, Paris, France, Oct. 2015-Jan.
2016.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: ppmsca 38993 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.38993
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HARRY AND SALLIE. DRIVER IN MARYLAND COAL CO. MINE, NEAR SAND LICK,
GRAFTON, W. VA. WAS AFRAID TO BE PHOTO'D BECAUSE WE MIGHT MAKE HIM GO TO

SCHOOL. PROBABLY 12 YEARS OLD. LOCATION: GRAFTON, WEST VIRGINIA.

 

Teaching Notes:

A young mule driver in 1908, probably twelve years old - the same age as Josiah when he began working in
the coal mines of Wiconisco Township in Pennsylvania. "According to family friends, Josiah brought in
about $4 per week in wages home to his mother....Likely employed either as a breaker boy (sorting coal from
slate) or as a mule driver in the mines, Josiah would have been expected to work long hours in highly
dangerous working conditions." -Wynning History (or go to link in first album item) I would use this photo
along with the previous photo to discuss coal mining and the jobs of children in the mines.

mule driver    coal mining   

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004000179/PP

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1908 October.
Subject Headings: -  Boys.
-  Muleteers.
-  Coal mining.
-  Mules.
-  United States--West Virginia--Grafton.
-  West Virginia--Grafton
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
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-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Coal mines.
-  Hine no. 0156.
-  General information about the Lewis Hine child labor photos is available at
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 01073 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.01073
cph 3b30369 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b30369



 

SPOTTSYLVANIA [I.E. SPOTSYLVANIA] COURT HOUSE

 

Teaching Notes:

I would use this photograph of the Spotsylvania Court House to give students an idea of where the fighting
took place. Why was such an insignificant looking place the scene of such a strategic battle during the Civil
War? I would take students through the primary source analysis process of Observe/Reflect/Question -
 http://loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf 

Another teaching idea would be to cut the photograph into three parts – the left side with trees and a stone
wall, the building, and the three African Americans at the well. The photograph was taken between 1861 and
1865, so we don’t know if it was taken before or after the battle of Spotsylvania. Using observation skills,
can students find evidence for the most likely date for this photograph? How would their questions change
based on the date range? This might be a good place to discuss corroborating evidence and to search for it as
well.

Spotsylvania Court House    Primary Source Analysis 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2014646161

Summary: Photograph shows three African American men at the water pump in front of the Spotsylvania
County Court House.
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Created / Published: [photographed between 1861 and 1865, printed between 1880 and 1889]
Subject Headings: -  United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865
-  United States--Virginia--Spotsylvania
Notes: -  No. 5041.
-  Title from item.
-  Mounted with one other photograph.
-  Photograph is half of a stereograph pair.
-  Gift; Col. Godwin Ordway; 1948.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: ppmsca 35111 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.35111



 

[MAP OF SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE].

 

Teaching Notes:

This hand-drawn map of Spotsylvania Court House shows the location of the Confederate line and the
location of Union troops. I would use it to highlight the importance of maps and geography throughout the
Civil War. Maps could also be used to answer questions about the importance of geography in war strategy
and planning. Why would officers need hand-drawn maps, and who drew them?

The Civil War map collections of the Library of Congress are phenomenal, so again, finding corroborating
evidence about the Spotsylvania location should be a fairly easy task.

I’m also thinking that if I, as a teacher, had limited time to work through this lesson, a divide-and-conquer
approach might work best. I could divide the class into coal miners, map makers, officers, foot soldiers, and
more. Each group would then be responsible for sharing their learning, possibly in a round robin format or in
stations or through a gallery walk.  

maps    Civil War Maps 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/gvhs01.vhs00386/

Summary: This hand-drawn map shows the location of the Confederate line and the location of Union troops,
including the 6th Corps under Upton and 2nd under Hancock; and also the spot where Stonewall Jackson's
amputated arm was buried.
Contributor Names: Carter, Robert Goldthwaite, 1845-1936.
Created / Published: [S.l. : s.n., n.d.]
Subject Headings: -  Jackson, Stonewall,--1824-1863--Death and burial
-  Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of, Va., 1864--Maps
-  Spotsylvania County (Va.)--Maps

http://www.loc.gov/item/gvhs01.vhs00386/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1422
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=44184
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-  United States--Virginia--Spotsylvania County
-  Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of, Va
Notes: -  Available also through the Library of Congress web site as a raster image.
-  In the Robert Goldthwaite Carter papers, 1900-1934 (Mss2 C2467 b)
-  Manuscripts
Repository: Virginia Historical Society, P.O. Box 7311, Richmond, VA 23221-0311 USA vau
Digital Id: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/gvhs01.vhs00386



 

BATTLEFIELD OF SPOTSYLVANIA C.H. MAY 10TH 64

 

Teaching Notes:

By using this sketch of the battle of Spotsylvania Court House, I could expand the conversation that started
with the hand-drawn map to explore the importance of artists in wartime. How accurate are drawings as
primary sources? Are photographs more accurate? Always? Sometimes? Never? 

Art/Music    artists 

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/civwar/item/2004661865/

Creator(s): Forbes, Edwin, 1839-1895, artist
Date Created/Published: 1864 May 10.
Call Number: DRWG/US - Forbes, no. 219 (A size) [P&P]
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
Notes: "The battle of Spotsylvania Court House. A scene on the right center" on mount. Gift, J.P. Morgan,
1919 (DLC/PP-1919:R1.1.217) Forms part of: Morgan collection of Civil War drawings.
Subjects: Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of, Va., 1864. Military personnel--1860-1870. United States--
History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Campaigns & battles. United States--Virginia--Spotsylvania

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/civwar/item/2004661865/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=4802
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OFFICERS OF 96TH PENNSYLVANIA INFANTRY

 

Teaching Notes:

It’s easier to find photographs of officers than of rank-and-file soldiers, but at least this photograph gives an
idea of who might have led the Workman brothers into battle. The obvious question here is, “How can we
find a photograph of the fighting soldiers in the ranks at Spotsylvania?”

When students cannot locate the perfect primary source, what are their options? Help them think through
search strategies, use the Ask a Librarian service, or extrapolate to photographs of foot soldiers in other
battles. Problem solve together.

This might also be a good place to bring in a short mathematics lesson. How many soldiers died at
Spotsylvania for each side? How many officers? How did the numbers compare with other battles? What
were the casualty rates for those not mortally wounded? Beyond mathematics connections, this discussion
could lead to learning about Civil War medicine and medical advances.

Civil War Officers    mathematics 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2013647776/

Created / Published: [photographed between 1861 and 1865, printed between 1880 and 1889]
Subject Headings: -  United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865
Notes: -  No. 4333.
-  Title from item.
-  Gift; Col. Godwin Ordway; 1948.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: ppmsca 34183 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.34183
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WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME AGAIN

 

Teaching Notes:

This is a familiar song even today. Were the Workman brothers likely to have been familiar with it? I’m a
huge believer in finding arts connections no matter what the topic under consideration may be. Another
group of students could break off to study the music of the Civil War. If they happen to be talented
performers, they might contribute to the overall understanding of the event by performing music of the era.

Art/Music 

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010360/

Contributor Names: [Gilmore, Patrick Sarsfield] (composer)
Terrill, John (performer)
Created / Published: E. Berliner's Gramophone, [1898].
Subject Headings: -  United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Songs and music
-  Patriotic music -- United States
-  Popular Songs of the Day
-  Songs and Music
-  War and Conflict
-  Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1877)
Repository:

https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010360/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100010360/


 

THEY DIED FOR YOU AND ME - CAPTAIN JOHN T. BOYLE'S 1879 MEMORIAL DAY POEM

 

Teaching Notes:

This is a poem written in 1879, more than a decade after Spotsylvania, by a veteran of the 96th Pennsylvania.
While the Harrisburg Independent is not available from Chronicling America, students might find other
poetry from the Civil War in newspapers of that era.

This gave me the idea that I could work with an English teacher on a writing assignment to represent the
Workman brothers’ experience. Found Poetry comes to mind. On to the next album item!

war poetry 

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=44186


 

THE GREAT CONFLICT - A RESUME OF THE BATTLE UP TO THE 11TH INST.

 

Teaching Notes:

A student search of Chronicling America on the keyword Spotsylvania  or Spottsylvania (sometimes spelled
this way) will turn up over three hundred results. Some articles are eyewitness accounts, although certainly
not all.

The example here is one such eyewitness account from the northern point of view, and it would work well for
a found poetry activity. The process is described here in the Found Poetry primary source set from the
Teachers Page:
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/poetry/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf

There are also a number of newspapers from the confederate states that should represent quite a different
perspective. It would be interesting for some students to try their hand at found poetry based on those
accounts. I’m wondering if they would really be very different or if they would end up representing and
interpreting a similar experience – that of the common soldier.

A note on the article title - Inst. (an abbreviation of instant) is a term that referred to a recent occurrence in
the present or current month. The article was written on May 15, 1864; therefore "up to the 11th inst." means
May 11, 1864. 

Chronicling America    eyewitness accounts    Found Poetry 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
mailto:https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/poetry/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/poetry/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1398
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=44187
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1451


 

FUNERAL OF HIRAM CRONK

 

Teaching Notes:

I couldn’t find a primary source film from the Civil War, of course, but I did find a film of Civil War
veterans accompanying the funeral cortege of Hiram Cronk, a veteran of the War of 1812! He died at the age
of 105 and was thought to have been the last surviving veteran of that war. I’m not sure how I would use the
film in a lesson on Spotsylvania, but it’s interesting to see what the Workman boys might have looked like in
1905 when the film was produced. Had they survived, they would have been around sixty years old.

How has the battle at Spotsylvania been commemorated or memorialized? Are there any monuments, and if
so,  where are they? Is there a historical society for the 96th Pennsylvania Infantry? What role have historians
played in keeping the memory of that famous battle alive? I’m not sure where I’m going with this, but as
usual, I have more questions than answers!

Art/Music    Civil War Veterans 

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/00694398/

Summary: The film shows a city thoroughfare lined with crowds of people watching a military parade. The
first group to come into view is a marching band [Frame: 0120], then a large formation of soldiers in the
uniform of Rough Riders [0720]. Following them is a hearse drawn by four black horses, escorted by
veterans of the Civil War [2742], and horse-drawn open carriages. The camera position shifts and most of the
paraders can be seen for a second time: the band [3692], the hearse [5610], and the Civil War veterans
[6000]. Hiram Cronk, a veteran of the War of 1812, died at the age of 105. He was thought to be the last
surviving veteran of that war.
Contributor Names: Bitzer, G. W., 1872-1944, camera.
American Mutoscope and Biograph Company.
Paper Print Collection (Library of Congress)
Created / Published: United States : American Mutoscope and Biograph Company, 1905.
Subject Headings: -  Funeral rites and ceremonies--New York (State)--New York
-  Military funerals--New York (State)--New York
-  Parades--New York (State)--New York
-  Horses--New York (State)--New York
-  Horse-drawn vehicles--New York (State)--New York
-  United States--History--War of 1812--Veterans
-  United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Veterans
Genre: Actualities (Motion pictures)
Short films
Nonfiction films

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694398/
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
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https://www.loc.gov/item/00694398/


 

Notes: -  H61323 U.S. Copyright Office
-  Copyright: American Mutoscope & Biograph Co.; 25May1905; H61323.
-  Duration: 3:51 at 15 fps.
-  Camera, G.W. "Billy" Bitzer.
-  Photographed May 17-18, 1905. Location: Brooklyn, New York, N.Y.
-  Available also through the Library of Congress Web site as digital files.
-  Received: 5/25/05; paper pos; copyright deposit; Paper Print Collection.
-  Received: 1989/90 from UCLA; arch neg; preservation; Paper Print Collection.
-  Received: 1991 from LC lab; ref print and dupe neg; preservation; Paper Print Collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Recorded Sound Division Washington,
D.C. 20540 USA dcu
Digital Id: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/lcmp002.m2b32928


