
 

ALBUM CHILD LABOR IN THE EARLY 1900S (PRIMARY SOURCE LEARNING
ACTIVITY)

Album Description

This learning activity uses photographs from  to look at child labor in the early 1900s. It asks students to
think about how children worked through illness and injury as well as how the jobs themselves were
disabling. This album takes a broad view of disability, including everything from permanent physical
disabilities to temporary injuries to both acute and chronic illnesses. This is a purposefully large album to
include a wide variety of experiences. Teachers can pick out one or two photos to analyze or they can split
their class into groups to tackle the full set. 

*Note: Before starting this exercise, discuss respectful language and historical terms (like crippled) which are
considered offensive today.

Consider starting with the Observe, Reflect, Question approach to analyze the photographs.

For background information, I suggest looking at the National Child Labor Committee collection. There are
also two lesson plans about child labor on the LOC website (Child Labor in America & Child Labor and the
Building of America), but neither of them confronts the role disability played in these children's lives like
this album does. 

----

Potential Discussion Questions

1. What were some of the dangers children encountered while working? (In what ways were these
workplaces disabling?) Be specific.

2. How did disability, injury, and illness shape children’s work lives in the early 1900s? Choose specific
examples from the photographs and captions to support your answer.

3. What are the differences between what happens when these children got sick or injured versus what
happens in your life?

4. What do you think these children were feeling? What can you infer from their facial expressions and
body language?

5. How did these photos (and captions) help reformers efforts for protective child labor laws?

Discussion questions on health examinations

1. Why did child labor activists advocate for state laws that required health examination for child
workers?

2. How did the photos of child workers help support these reform efforts?
3. What might have been some of the unintended negative consequences of such examinations?

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//single-group/disability-history/child-labor-in-the-early-1900s-primary-source-learning-activity
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//single-group/disability-history/child-labor-in-the-early-1900s-primary-source-learning-activity
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/nclc/background.html
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-in-america/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-and-the-building-of-america/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-and-the-building-of-america/


 

BOARD OF HEALTH EXAMINATION OF APPLICANT FOR WORKING PAPERS TO SEE
THAT HE IS PHYSICALLY ABLE TO WORK.

 

Teaching Notes:

This photo pairs with an excerpt from Compulsory School Attendance and Child Labor (1921 book).

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018675794/

Date Created/Published: [1913?]
Call Number: LOT 7483, v. 2, no. 3515-A [P&P] LC-H5- 3515A
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Notes: Title from NCLC caption card. In album: Miscellaneous. Hine no. 3515-A. No date or location
recorded on caption card; 1913 estimate based on captions for photos with neighboring numbers. Non-Hine
photographer. Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and
Photographs Division. General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available
at: https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Subjects: Boys. Adults. Nurses. Physicians. Health. United States.

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018675794/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018675794/


 

EXCERPT FROM COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE & CHILD LABOR (1921; IMAGE
251).PNG

 

Teaching Notes:

Pair with photo of Board of Health examination.

To cut down the source, just use the last sentence: 

"the modern state provided that no minor should enter upon dangerous employment and that no child under
sixteen should leave school to engage in any sort of labor exclusive of home duties and farming, without first
submitting to a thorough medical examination and securing a physician’s written assurance of physical
fitness for the specific tasks proposed."

Background info: before first federal child labor law passed in 1938, states had their own child labor laws

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.compulsoryschool00ensi/?sp=251&r=-
0.047,0.04,1.184,0.803,0

Image 251 (page 237 of the book)

Alt Text

Compulsory health provisions

https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.compulsoryschool00ensi/?sp=251&r=-0.047,0.04,1.184,0.803,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.compulsoryschool00ensi/?sp=251&r=-0.047,0.04,1.184,0.803,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.compulsoryschool00ensi/?sp=251&r=-0.047,0.04,1.184,0.803,0


 

In enacting the first compulsory education law in America the General Court of Massachusetts bay clearly
had in mind the moral as well as the intellectual and economic welfare of children. Two hundred years later,
when the descendants of these Puritan law-makers were fighting for compulsory school attendance and child
labor laws in Massachusetts and Connecticut, their strongest argument was that children were growing up
without proper opportunity to develop their moral natures and under conditions prejudicial to health.
Relatively early, the more progressive states began to exclude children from occupations regarded as
physically or morally dangerous. Later factory inspectors were given authority to remove children from such
employment as seemed unsuited to their strength; and finally the modern state provided that no minor should
enter upon dangerous employment and that no child under sixteen should leave school to engage in any sort
of labor exclusive of home duties and farming, without first submitting to a thorough medical examination
and securing a physician’s written assurance of physical fitness for the specific tasks proposed.

Contributor Names: Ensign, Forest C. (Forest Chester), 1867-1961.
Created / Published: Iowa City, Iowa, The Athens press [1921]
Subject Headings: -  Education, Compulsory--United States
-  Educational law and legislation--United States
-  Child labor--United States
-  School attendance--United States
Notes: -  Also available in digital form.



 

NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE NO. 954. 1-LEGGED BOY. NEIL GALLAGHER,
WILKES BARRE, PA. BORN JANUARY 14, 1891. WENT TO WORK AT ABOUT 9 YEARS.

WORKED ABOUT TWO YEARS IN BREAKER. WENT INSIDE AT ABOUT 11 YEARS.
"TRIPPER," TENDING DOOR. 83 CENTS [A] DAY. INJURED MAY 2, 1904. LEG CRUSHED
BETWEEN CARS. AMPUTATED AT MERCY HOSPITAL, WILKES BARRE. "BALTIMORE
TUNNELL" - "BLACK DIAMOND" D. & H. CO. THOMAS LEWELLIN SUPERINTENDENT

(INSIDE BOYS); SAMUEL MORGAN, SUPERINTENDENT. IN HOSPITAL 9 WEEKS.
AMPUTATED TWICE. NO CHARGE. RECEIVED NOTHING FROM COMPANY. "WAS RIDING

BETWEEN CARS AND WE AREN'T SUPPOSED TO RIDE BETWEEN THEM." NO WRITTEN
RULES, BUT THEY TELL YOU NOT TO. MULE DRIVER (WHO WAS ON FOR FIRST DAY)
HAD TAKEN HIS LAMP AND HE TRIED TO REACH ACROSS CAR TO GET IT. SLIPPED

BETWEEN BUMPERS. BEEN WORKING IN BREAKERS SINCE. SAME PLACE $1.10 A DAY.
WORK ONLY ABOUT 1/2 TIME. WORK ABOUT 6 HOUR DAY. LEFT 3 MONTHS AGO. BEEN

IN N.Y. - NO WORK. TRYING TO GET WORK IN POOLROOM. APPLICANT AT BUREAU FOR
HANDICAPPED, 105 E. 22ND STREE

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674428/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1909 November.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Coal miners
-  Amputees
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--Pennsylvania--Wilkes Barre
Genre: Photographic prints
Glass negatives

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674428/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674428/


 

Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Miscellaneous.
-  Hine no. 954.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 04573 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.04573
nclc 05436 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.05436



 

JENNIE DE FARSEE[? ON #2950 APPEARS TO BE "DE FARZEN"], 33 HORACE STREET,
SOMERVILLE, MASS. AN IMMENSE RING-WORM ON HER FACE AND ANOTHER ON HER
HAND, BUT STILL SHE CONTINUED TO WORK ON THE UNDERWEAR. SEE ALSO HOME

WORK REPORT. LOCATION: SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676432/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1912 August.
Subject Headings: -  Girls
-  Child laborers
-  Clothing industry
-  Crocheting
-  Sick children
-  United States--Massachusetts--Somerville
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Tenement homework.
-  Hine no. 2956-A.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676432/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676432/


 

Digital Id: nclc 04226 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.04226
cph 3a27628 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a27628



 

309 W. 146TH STREET. [...] AND HER SEVEN YEAR OLD DAUGHTER, LORENZA,
EMBROIDERING LADIES WAISTS IN THEIR DIRTY KITCHEN-LIVING ROOM. LORENZA

MAKES THE STEMS OF THE FLOWERS. HER MOTHER SAID, "SEE HOW SMART SHE IS. I
SHOW HER HOW AND RIGHT AWAY SHE MAKES THEM." "SHE IS SO LITTLE BECAUSE
SHE'S BEEN SICK SO MUCH.["] SHE WORKS AFTER SCHOOL. FATHER IS OUT OF A JOB.

"THEY PAY TOO CHEAP FOR LACE." SAID THEY MAKE ABOUT $2.00 A WEEK.
LOCATION: NEW YORK, NEW YORK (STATE)

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674702/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1912 January.
Subject Headings: -  Children & adults
-  Families
-  Laborers
-  Home labor
-  Clothing industry
-  Embroidery
-  Sick children
-  Unemployed
-  Tenement houses
-  United States--New York (State)--New York
Genre: Photographic prints
Glass negatives
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Tenement homework.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674702/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674702/


 

-  Hine no. 2812.
-  First part of caption appears to have been crossed out; name "De Levo"[?] barely visible.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 04135 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.04135
nclc 05487 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.05487



 

KATIE KURITZKO, 7-YEAR-OLD OYSTER SHUCKER. HAS MUMPS NOW. HER 8-YEAR-OLD
BROTHER ALSO SHUCKS. LOCATION: DUNBAR, LOUISIANA.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674160/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1911 March.
Subject Headings: -  Girls
-  Cannery workers
-  Oyster industry
-  Sick children
-  United States--Louisiana--Dunbar
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Canneries.
-  Hine no. 2067.
-  Reproduction no. LC-USZ6-1208.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 00926 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00926
cph 3a26039 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a26039

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674160/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674160/


 

cph 3a01117 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a01117



 

JOHN VELCICH, TEN YEARS OLD, PICKS SHRIMP AT PEERLESS OYSTER CO. THIS IS HIS
THIRD YEAR AT THE WORK. EARNS 55 CENTS A DAY. HIS HANDS WERE ALL SORE AND

SWELLED UP FROM THE ACID IN THE SHRIMP. BROTHER TONY, EIGHT YEARS OLD,
PICKS SOME TOO, BUT IS SICK NOW. LOCATION: BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676347/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1911 March.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Cannery workers
-  Shrimp industry
-  Wages
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--Mississippi--Bay St. Louis
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Canneries.
-  Hine no. 2042.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676347/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676347/


 

Digital Id: nclc 00901 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00901



 

A PRODUCT OF THE 4 H. CLUB. GRADIE WALTON, 17 YRS. OLD, - IS VERY DEFICIENT IN
MOST SCHOOL BRANCHES (EXCEPT IN MATHEMATICS WHERE HE SHINES). HE IS MUCH

HANDICAPPED PHYSICALLY, - LOST ONE EYE IN AN ACCIDENT AND THE OTHER IS
WEAK. THIS YEAR HE RAISED 135 BUSHELS OF CORN ON ONE ACRE (HIS FATHER

RAISED ABOUT ONE HALF AS MUCH AND COMPLAINED THAT THE BOY'S LAND WAS
BETTER). THE SECRET WAS THAT THE BOY WORKED HARD ON THE PLOT, -

FERTILIZING AND CULTIVATING, EVEN BRINGING SOIL IN FROM THE WOODS. HE GOT
THE FIRST PRIZE FOR TWO YEARS. LOCATION: POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST

VIRGINIA / PHOTO BY LEWIS W. HINE.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678163/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1921 October 6.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  4-H clubs
-  Corn
-  Farming
-  Vision disorders
-  United States--West Virginia--Pocahontas County
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  In album: Children in West Virginia.
-  Hine no. 5060.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678163/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678163/


 

-  Number typed in upper left corner of caption card: 40.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 04377 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.04377



 

RURAL ACCIDENT. CLIPPING FROM PITTSFIELD PAPER DESCRIBING ACCIDENT TO
CLINTON STEWART, JULY 14, 1915. SEE HINE REPORT, AUGUST 1915. LOCATION:

[MASSACHUSETTS?].

 

Teaching Notes:

This article pairs with two photos from one month after the accident (one of Clinton farming and one of
Clinton on a tractor).

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677453/

Alt Text

Pittsfield, Mass. The Berkshire County Eagle, Wednesday, July 14, 1915. Hand Cut Off. Clinton Stewart,
aged 12, son of William Stewart of South Stephentown, N.Y., is at the House of Mercy hospital as the result
of an accident he met with last Tuesday. He was operating his father's mowing machine when the machine
struck a stone and he was thrown in front of the knives of the mower, which cut his left hand off. He was
brought to the hospital and his condition is very satisfactory.

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1915 August.
Subject Headings: -  Clippings
-  Wounds & injuries
-  Dismemberment
-  Accidents
-  United States--Massachusetts
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677453/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677453/


 

-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Agriculture.
-  Hine no. 3995-A.
-  No location recorded on caption card. "Bennington?" and "Mass." pencilled on caption card by P&P staff
members. Likely refers to Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 00314 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00314



 

RURAL ACCIDENT. FOUR WEEKS AFTER THE ACCIDENT CLINTON WAS USING HIS
REMAINING HAND TO HELP IN THE FARM WORK AS BEST HE COULD. HIS MOTHER

SAID: 

 

Teaching Notes:

This photo pairs with a photo of Clinton on a tractor and a news article about the accident.

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677446/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1915 August.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Agricultural laborers
-  Croplands
-  Wounds & injuries
-  Dismemberment
-  United States
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Agriculture.
-  Hine no. 3989.
-  No location recorded on caption card. The word "educate" is underlined on the caption card.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 00307 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00307

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677446/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677446/


 

RURAL ACCIDENT. TWELVE-YEAR OLD CLINTON STEWART AND HIS MOWING
MACHINE WHICH CUT OFF HIS HAND. SEE HINE REPORT, AUGUST 1915.

 

Teaching Notes:

This photo pairs with a photo of Clinton farming and a news article about the accident.

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677444/

Creator(s): Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Date Created/Published: 1915 August.
Call Number: LOT 7475, v. 2, no. 3987 [P&P]
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Notes: Title from NCLC caption card. Attribution to Hine based on provenance. In album: Agriculture. Hine
no. 3987. No location recorded on caption card. Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection,
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. General information about the National Child Labor
Committee collection is available at: https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc Forms part of: National Child Labor
Committee collection.
Subjects: Boys. Agricultural laborers. Mowing machines. Wounds & injuries. Dismemberment. United
States.

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677444/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677444/


 

ACCIDENT TO YOUNG MILL WORKER. GILES EDMUND NEWSOM (PHOTO OCTOBER
23RD, 1912) WHILE WORKING IN SANDERS SPINNING MILLE [I.E., MILL], BESSEMER

CITY, N.C., AUGUST 21ST, 1912, A PIECE OF THE MACHINE FELL ON TO HIS FOOT
MASHING HIS TOE. THIS CAUSED HIM TO FALL ON TO A SPINNING MACHINE AND HIS

HAND WENT INTO UNPROTECTED GEARING, CRUSHING AND TEARING OUT TWO
FINGERS. HE TOLD THE ATTORNEY HE WAS 11 YEARS OLD WHEN IT HAPPENED. HIS

PARENTS ARE NOW TRYING TO MAKE HIM 13 YEARS OLD. THE SCHOOL CENSUS TAKEN
AT THE TIME OF THE ACCIDENT MAKES HIM12 YEARS OLD (PARENTS' STATEMENT)
AND SCHOOL RECORDS SAY THE SAME. HIS SCHOOL TEACHER THINKS HE IS 12. HIS

BROTHER (SEE PHOTO 3071) IS NOT YET 11 YEARS OLD. BOTH OF THE BOYS WORKED IN
THE MILL SEVERAL MONTHS BEFORE THE ACCIDENT. HIS FATHER, (R.L. NEWSOM)
TRIED TO COMPROMISE WITH THE COMPANY WHEN HE FOUND THE BOY WOULD

RECEIVE THE MONEY AND NOT THE PARENTS. THE MOTHER TRIED TO BLAME THE
BOYS FOR GETTING JOBS ON THEIR OWN HOOK, BUT SHE LET THEM WORK SEVERAL

MONTHS. THE AUNT SAID "NOW H

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677308/

Creator(s): Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Date Created/Published: 1912 October 23.
Call Number: LOT 7479, v. 5, no. 3112 [P&P]
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Notes: Title from NCLC caption card. Attribution to Hine based on provenance. In album: Mills. Hine no.
3112. In phrase "when he found the boy," the word boy is underlined on the caption card. Credit line:
National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. General
information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677308/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018677308/


 

https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Subjects: Boys. Textile mill workers. Wounds & injuries. Accidents. United States--North Carolina--
Bessemer City.



 

HOLDING THE DOOR OPEN WHILE A TRIP[?] GOES THROUGH. WILLIE BRYDEN, A
NIPPER, 164 CENTER ST. A LONELY JOB. WAITING ALL ALONE IN THE DARK FOR A TRIP
TO COME THROUGH. IT WAS SO DAMP THAT WILLIE SAID HE HAD TO BE DOCTORING

ALL THE TIME FOR HIS COUGH. A SHORT DISTANCE FROM HERE, THE GAS WAS
POURING INTO THE MINE SO RAPIDLY THAT IT MADE A GREAT TORCH WHEN THE
FOREMAN LIT IT. WILLIE HAD BEEN WORKING HERE FOR FOUR MONTHS, 500 FEET

DOWN THE SHAFT, AND A QUARTER OF A MILE UNDERGROUND FROM THERE. (SHAFT
#6 PENNSYLVANIA COAL CO.) WALLS HAVE BEEN WHITEWASHED TO MAKE IT

LIGHTER. JANUARY 16TH, I FOUND WILLIE AT HOME SICK, HIS MOTHER ADMITTED
THAT HE IS ONLY 13 YRS OLD; WILL BE 14 NEXT JULY. SAID THAT 4 MOS. AGO THE

MINE BOSS TOLD THE FATHER TO TAKE WILLIE TO WORK, AND THAT THEY OBTAINED
THE CERTIFICATE FROM SQUIRE BARRETT. (THE ONLY THING THE SQUIRE COULD DO
WAS TO MAKE WILLIE OUT TO BE 16 YRS OLD.) WILLIE'S FATHER AND BROTHER ARE

MINERS AND THE HOME IS THAT OF A FRUGAL GERMAN FAMILY. LOCATION:
PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676206/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1911 January.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Coal miners
-  Mules
-  Muleteers
-  Coal mining
-  United States--Pennsylvania--Pittston
Genre: Photographic prints

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676206/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018676206/


 

Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Coal mines.
-  Hine no. 1922.
-  Reproduction no. LC-USZ6-1212.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 01111 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.01111
cph 3a24708 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a24708
cph 3a01121 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a01121



 

MONONGAH, W. VA. NOLA MCKINNEY, SECRETARY, 1910, WEST VIRGINIA CHILD
LABOR COMMITTEE. FRANK P......., WHOSE LEGS WERE CUT OFF BY A MOTOR CAR IN A

COAL MINE IN WEST VIRGINIA WHEN HE WAS 14 YEARS 10 MONTHS OF AGE.
LOCATION: MONONGAH, WEST VIRGINIA.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018675569/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1910 March.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Coal miners
-  Mine accidents
-  Amputees
-  United States--West Virginia--Monongah
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Coal mines.
-  Hine no. 1324 and 1497-A.
-  "March" appears to be crossed off in the date area of the caption card.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018675569/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018675569/


 

Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 01086 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.01086
nclc 05458 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.05458
cph 3a24703 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a24703



 

HUMAN JUNK. A PRODUCT OF THE MILL (SEE #2963) 

 

Teaching Notes:

Additional discussion question:

-Why are the phrases “Human Junk” and “He was truely ‘scrap[p]ed’ and of little use to himself or the
world” included in the caption? What do those phrases imply about the photo’s subject? What might be some
of the consequences of this type of thinking?

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677104/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1912 May.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Smoking
-  Sick persons
-  United States--South Carolina--Spartanburg
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Mills.
-  Hine no. 2962.
-  City recorded on caption card as "Spartanberg."
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677104/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677104/


 

-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 02548 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.02548



 

CHARLIE LOTT A THIRTEEN YEAR OLD DOFFER IN COTTON MILL AT WEST. HIS
FAMILY RECORD SAYS BORN MARCH 12, 1900. HAS BEEN WORKING FOR A YEAR IN THE

MILL AT LAUREL, MISS. CAME HERE RECENTLY AND WAS PUT TO WORK AT ONCE
ALTHOUGH HE WAS IN BAD SHAPE PHYSICALLY. MAYBE MALARIA, MAYBE

HOOKWORM. LOCATION: WEST, TEXAS.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677660/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1913 November.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Textile mill workers
-  Sick children
-  Cotton industry
-  United States--Texas--West
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Mills.
-  Hine no. 3656.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677660/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677660/


 

Digital Id: nclc 02875 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.02875
cph 3b21320 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b21320



 

UNION HOSPITAL CASE - MANUEL COSTA MAIATA, 301 FERRY ST. SWEEPER IN FALL
RIVER IRON WORKS FIVE WEEKS - 17 YEARS OLD. BROKE WRIST WHILE SWEEPING.
SLIPPED ON A BANANA SKIN. LOCATION: FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS / LEWIS W.

HINE.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678251/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1916 June 20.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Iron & steel workers
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--Massachusetts--Fall River
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  In album: Miscellaneous.
-  Hine no. 4300.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 05072 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.05072

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678251/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018678251/


 

WILFRED LEVOIE - 15 YEARS - 120 DIMAN ST. - WEAVER, AMERICAN LINEN CO. CUT LEG
JUNE 20, 1916. (SEE MR. WAGNER'S SCHEDULE.) WAS PUSHING AND PULLING BASKET
ALONG FLOOR; BASKET CAUGHT A LOOSE BOARD AND THREW HIM AGAINST LOOM

CUTTING HIS LEG. LOCATION: FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS / LEWIS W. HINE.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677872/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1916 June 22.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Textile mill workers
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--Massachusetts--Fall River
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  In album: Miscellaneous.
-  Hine no. 4318.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677872/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677872/


 

https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 05076 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.05076



 

SANFORD COTTON MILL. ACCIDENT CASE. CARL THORNBURG A 12 YEAR OLD BOY
WHO WENT TO WORK AT 11. A FEW WEEKS AGO HE CAUGHT HIS ARM IN THE 

 

Teaching Notes:

Additional discussion questions:

-What role did parents' disabilities play in child labor?

-According to the caption, what did the cotton mill do after Carl injured himself working there?

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677776/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1914 November.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Textile mill workers
-  Cotton industry
-  Accidents
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--North Carolina--Sanford
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Mills.
-  Hine no. 3887.
-  Phrase "real chance" is underlined on the caption card.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677776/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677776/


 

Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 02979 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.02979



 

A MENACE TO SOCIETY. THE PADGETT FAMILY. THE ENTIRE FAMILY INCLUDING THE
MOTHER TOTALLY ILLITERATE. NO ONE COULD READ OR WRITE. THE MOTHER DOES
MILL WORK SOME. ALICE, 17 YEARS HAS STEADY JOB. MAKES FROM $5 TO $6 A WEEK.

ALFRED, 13 YEARS NOW, WORKED HERE WHEN HE WAS 12, AND IN OTHER MILLS
BEFORE THAT. MAKES $4 A WEEK. RECENTLY CRIPPLED BY GETTING HIS HAND

CAUGHT IN THE COGS OF A SPINNING MACHINE. RICHARD JUST REACHED 11. BEEN
WORKING HERE 1 YEAR; BEGAN WHEN HE WAS 10. MAKES $2.40 A WEEK. "THE WORK
RUNS HIM DOWN TOO." WILLIAM, 6 YEARS OLD, NEARLY BLIND. LIZZIE, 5 YEARS OLD.

HOME IN UTTER NEGLECT; FILTHY AND BARE. WHEN INVESTIGATOR CALLED THE
MOTHER HAD BEEN GONE ABOUT AN HOUR, LEAVING A ROOMER'S 3 MONTHS OLD

BABY IN THE CRADLE BEFORE AN OPEN FIRE ON THE HEARTH, AND ONLY TWO
CHILDREN 5 AND 6 YEARS OLD - ONE NEARLY BLIND, PLAYING AROUND. SHE CAME

BACK AND FED THEM A LOT OF CHEAP CANDY. WHAT WILL SOCIETY REAP FROM ITS
NEGLECT OF THIS FAMILY? SHAW COTTON MILLS. LOCATION: SOUTH WELDON,

NORTH CAROLINA.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677753/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1914 November.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Girls
-  Women
-  Families
-  Textile mill workers
-  Cotton industry
-  United States--North Carolina--South Weldon

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677753/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018677753/


 

Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Mills.
-  Hine no. 3851.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 02947 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.02947



 

WILLIE CROCKER, (BAREFOOT) WYLIE MILL, CHESTER, S.C. 13 YEARS OLD-- "WORKED
SINCE I WAS 6 YEARS OLD." LOST PART OF FINGER IN GEAR OF MACHINERY. FRED

CROCKER--11 YEARS OLD. 1 YEAR IN MILL. LOCATION: CHESTER, SOUTH CAROLINA.

 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674379/

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1908 November.
Subject Headings: -  Boys
-  Textile mill workers
-  Wounds & injuries
-  United States--South Carolina--Chester
Genre: Photographic prints
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Mills.
-  Hine no. 324.
-  Credit line: National Child Labor Committee collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division.
-  General information about the National Child Labor Committee collection is available at:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
-  Forms part of: National Child Labor Committee collection.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 01417 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.01417

http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674379/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018674379/


 

 

Teaching Notes:

Ellie - Such powerful stories! 

I would add a version of my ever recurring question: Who is responsible to protect and care for children?
Clearly Hine had a perspective on that question. Changing ideas about the answer show much about how
American society adapted to industrialization and urbanization. Answers continue to change today. 



 

 

Teaching Notes:

These images and the newspaper clips are so powerful.  What a great and thorough album.  I think that the
visuals will really help young learners understand how dangerous child labor was/is and the importance of
child labor laws.  There will be some important reflections and realizations about how many children spend
their free time today vs. in the past.  Mother Jones and Her Army of Mill Children is a 2020 nonfiction
picture book about child labor that would fit nicely with this album/lesson.   

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/222822/mother-jones-and-her-army-of-mill-children-by-jonah-winter-illustrated-by-nancy-carpenter/


 

 

Teaching Notes:

That's a great question! And one I hadn't thought about before, but it's so relevant.



 

 

Teaching Notes:

Oh wow, what a cool book! Thanks for sharing


