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ALBUM PRIMARY SOURCES AND PICTURE BOOKS: CROSSING NIAGRA: THE DEATH-DEFYING TIGHTROPE ADVENTURE OF THE GREAT 
BLONDIN BY MATT TAVARES

Album Description

Account of the 1859-1860 crossings of Niagra Falls by tightrope by Charles Blondin. His feats became so 
well known, they were referenced in political cartoons of the time.

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//primary-sources-in-the-school-library/picture-books-and-primary-sources-crossing-niagra-the-death-defying-tightrope-adventure-of-the-great-blondin-by-matt-tavares
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//primary-sources-in-the-school-library/picture-books-and-primary-sources-crossing-niagra-the-death-defying-tightrope-adventure-of-the-great-blondin-by-matt-tavares
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EVENING STAR., JULY 06, 1859

Teaching Notes:

Detailed News account of the first or second crossing.

Reference Link: 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1859-07-06/ed-1/seq-
1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great+Great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=5&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1859-07-06/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great+Great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=5&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1859-07-06/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great+Great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=5&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1859-07-06/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great+Great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=5&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
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NASHVILLE UNION AND AMERICAN., JUNE 14, 1859

Teaching Notes:

Front page article about Blondin's preparation for his first crossing.

Reference Link: 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038518/1859-06-14/ed-1/seq-
1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=3&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038518/1859-06-14/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=3&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038518/1859-06-14/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=3&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038518/1859-06-14/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1789&sort=date&date2=1924&words=Blondin+great&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=3&state=&rows=20&proxtext=great+blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
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THE DAILY PRESS., MAY 03, 1859

Teaching Notes:

Front page advertisement two months prior to Blondin's crossing

Reference Link: 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88077413/1859-05-03/ed-1/seq-
1/#date1=1859&sort=date&date2=1860&words=Blondin&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=4&state=&rows=20&proxtext=blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88077413/1859-05-03/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1859&sort=date&date2=1860&words=Blondin&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=4&state=&rows=20&proxtext=blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88077413/1859-05-03/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1859&sort=date&date2=1860&words=Blondin&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=4&state=&rows=20&proxtext=blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88077413/1859-05-03/ed-1/seq-1/#date1=1859&sort=date&date2=1860&words=Blondin&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=4&state=&rows=20&proxtext=blondin&y=0&x=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
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BLONDIN CARRYING HARRY COLCORD ACROSS NIAGARA FALLS. FROM "BLONDIN: 
HIS LIFE AND PERFORMANCES."

Reference Link: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/
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BLONDIN WITH HIS BALANCING POLE. FROM "BLONDIN: HIS LIFE AND 
PERFORMANCES."

Reference Link: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-daredevil-of-niagara-falls-110492884/
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A SENATORIAL BLONDIN

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/acd1996001749/pp/

Contributor Names: Coffin, George Yost, 1850-1896, artist
Created / Published: [between 1880 and 1900]
Subject Headings: -  Evarts, William Maxwell,--1818-1901.
-  Aerialists
-  Wheelbarrows
-  Dissenters
-  Silver question
-  Daredevils
-  Coins
-  waterfalls
-  Niagara Falls (N.Y. and Ont.)
-  Speeches
Notes: -  No accession number.
-  This catalog record contains preliminary or unverified data from a project done in BRS software, ca. 1985.
-  mm / 860224.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
Digital Id: acd 2a07169 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/acd.2a07169

https://www.loc.gov/item/acd1996001749/pp/
https://www.loc.gov/item/acd1996001749/pp/
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POLITICAL "BLONDINS" CROSSING SALT RIVER

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700598/

Contributor Names: Currier & Ives.
Created / Published: New York : Published by Currier & Ives, c1860.
Notes: -  Currier & Ives : a catalogue raisonné / compiled by Gale Research. Detroit, MI : Gale Research, 
c1983, no. 5228
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
Digital Id: pga 04974 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.04974
cph 3a16210 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a16210

https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700598/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700598/
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THE COMING MAN'S PRESIDENTIAL CAREER, A LA BLONDIN [CARTOON OF LINCOLN 
DRESSED AS THE FAMOUS TIGHT-ROPE WALKER BLONDIN, CROSSING NIAGARA FALLS 

CARRYING BLACK MAN ON HISSHOULDERS AND

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/99614253/

Created / Published: 1860.
Notes: -  Wood engr. by J.D.
-  Illus. in: Harper's Weekly, v. 4, (1860 August 25), p. 544.
-  Ref. copy in PRES FILE.
-  Title and other information transcribed from caption card.
-  Caption card tracings: Negroes Cartoons 1860; BI; Pres I.; Caricatures and Cartoons, American 1860 
August; Daredevils (Cartoon theme) 1860; Shelf.; Cartoons, U.S.; Blondin, Jean Francois Gravelet, Known 
as, 1824-1897.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540
Digital Id: cph 3b26523 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b26523

https://www.loc.gov/item/99614253/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99614253/
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BLONDIN. [TIGHTROPE WALKER DANGLING FROM A WIRE OVER THE NIAGARA.]

Reference Link: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9e64-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9e64-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9e64-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
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BLONDIN READING A PAPER ON A ROPE OVER RAPIDS

Reference Link: https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1740

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1740
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1740
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BLONDIN CARRYING HARRY M. COLCORD OVER THE WHIRLPOOL RAPIDS

Reference Link: https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1743

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1743
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15004coll9/id/1743
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THIS MODERN BLONDIN LEAVES BUT ONE IMPRESSION

Reference Link: https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16202coll7/id/7995

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16202coll7/id/7995
https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16202coll7/id/7995
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BLONDIN 1860. [TIGHTROPE ARTIST 'BLONDIN' CROSSES OVER THE RIVER.]

Reference Link: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9d84-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9d84-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-9d84-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

