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KILLED AT SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE - THE WORKMAN BROTHERS OF 
WICONISCO, PENNSYLVANIA

Description:

Jake Wynn, who is currently the Director of Interpretation at the National Museum of Civil War Medicine in 
Maryland, wrote this blog post about two brothers who fought and died in the battle of the Spotsylvania 
Court House in Virginia in 1864. The author is particularly interested the history of the small Pennsylvania 
coal country area where he grew up - and the same area where the two brothers were born and worked in the 
coal mines before entering the war. In addition, Mr. Wynn focuses on the experience of the average Civil 
War soldier.

I am always looking for ways to help students understand what it was like to BE a soldier, a craftsman, a 
farmer, a schoolteacher, or whatever in history!

I would use this blog post first as the basis for telling a good story to my students. I could prep students with 
a few questions of my own - What prompted two brothers named Josiah and Franklin Workman to volunteer 
to serve with the Union infantry of the Pennsylvania 96th? Why did they lie about their ages? How do we 
even know about these brothers? What happened to them?

Even though I think students would get the gist of the story, I’m not sure they would have much contextual 
knowledge to build a complete picture in their minds. That’s where primary sources come into play. Maybe I 
would show a few pictures from the blog. (I could upload screen shots of them to this album.) Depending on 
how much time we have, I could have students start building contextual knowledge through their own 
searches for primary sources. If time is more limited, I could have an album ready beforehand. Either way, 
I’m a huge believer in having students ask their own questions, so I don’t believe the research would stop 
here.

Wynning History 

tag-details?tid=44180


BREAKER BOYS IN KOHINOR MINE, SHENANDOAH CITY, PA.

Description:

The article states that when the father of Josiah and Franklin Workman died, leaving their mother with nine 
children to raise, the boys probably went to work in the coal mines either as breaker boys or as mule drivers. 
To give an idea of one of the possible motivations for enlisting, I looked for photos of breaker boys and 
mule drivers. Based on this photo and others, I would have students use their mobile devices to learn more 
about the work and working conditions of a Pennsylvania coal miner of any age, but especially of boys like 
Josiah and Frank Workman. 

breaker boys  coal mining 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/93500119/

Contributor Names: Johnston, Frances Benjamin, 1864-1952, photographer
Created / Published: [1891]
Subject Headings: -  Child laborers--Pennsylvania--Shenandoah City--1890-1900
-  Coal mining--Pennsylvania--Shenandoah City--1890-1900
Notes: -  Title devised by Library staff.
-  Inscribed on verso: Kohinor Mine, Shenandoah City, Pa. 1891.
-  Forms part of: Frances Benjamin Johnston Collection (Library of Congress).
-  Exhibited: "Who's Afraid of Women Photographers?" at the Musee d'Orsay, Paris, France, Oct. 2015-Jan. 
2016.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 

http://www.loc.gov/item/93500119/
tag-details?tid=44181
tag-details?tid=2255
http://www.loc.gov/item/93500119/


http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: ppmsca 38993 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.38993
cph 3g02322 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g02322
cph 3a52668 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a52668



HARRY AND SALLIE. DRIVER IN MARYLAND COAL CO. MINE, NEAR SAND LICK, 
GRAFTON, W. VA. WAS AFRAID TO BE PHOTO'D BECAUSE WE MIGHT MAKE HIM GO TO 

SCHOOL. PROBABLY 12 YEARS OLD. LOCATION: GRAFTON, WEST VIRGINIA.

Description:

A young mule driver in 1908, probably twelve years old - the same age as Josiah when he began working in 
the coal mines of Wiconisco Township in Pennsylvania. "According to family friends, Josiah brought in 
about $4 per week in wages home to his mother....Likely employed either as a breaker boy (sorting coal 
from slate) or as a mule driver in the mines, Josiah would have been expected to work long hours in highly 
dangerous working conditions." -Wynning History (or go to link in first album item) I would use this photo 
along with the previous photo to discuss coal mining and the jobs of children in the mines.

mule driver  coal mining   

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004000179/PP

Contributor Names: Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer
Created / Published: 1908 October.
Subject Headings: -  Boys.
-  Muleteers.
-  Coal mining.
-  Mules.
-  United States--West Virginia--Grafton.

http://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004000179/PP
tag-details?tid=44182
tag-details?tid=2255
http://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004000179/PP


-  West Virginia--Grafton
Notes: -  Title from NCLC caption card.
-  Attribution to Hine based on provenance.
-  In album: Coal mines.
-  Hine no. 0156.
-  General information about the Lewis Hine child labor photos is available at 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: nclc 01073 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.01073
cph 3b30369 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b30369



SPOTTSYLVANIA [I.E. SPOTSYLVANIA] COURT HOUSE

Description:

I would use this photograph of the Spotsylvania Court House to give students an idea of where the fighting 
took place. Why was such an insignificant looking place the scene of such a strategic battle during the Civil 
War? I would take students through the primary source analysis process of Observe/Reflect/Question - 
http://loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf 

Another teaching idea would be to cut the photograph into three parts – the left side with trees and a stone 
wall, the building, and the three African Americans at the well. The photograph was taken between 1861 and 
1865, so we don’t know if it was taken before or after the battle of Spotsylvania. Using observation skills, 
can students find evidence for the most likely date for this photograph? How would their questions change 
based on the date range? This might be a good place to discuss corroborating evidence and to search for it as 
well.

Spotsylvania Court House  Primary Source Analysis 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2014646161

http://www.loc.gov/item/2014646161

