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ALBUM BOOK BACKDROP ON "THAT BOOK WOMAN" BY HEATHER HENSON

Album Description

The book that I chose was That Book Woman, by Heather Henson, illustrated by David Small. Here is a link 
to the publisher's page for this title: https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/That-Book-Woman/Heather-
Henson/9781416908128

This book is about a woman who worked tirelessly, through all types of weather, to get books to remote 
children of Appalachia in the 1930s. These were called the Pack Horse Librarians, who were part of the 
WPA program. I find the story of how she coaxes a boy to read very touching. I grew up in the 
Appalachians, so that adds a bit of personal relevance to my love of this story. I think this story would lend 
itself to becoming a wonderful Book Backdrop.

My students in predominantly affluent, suburban northern Virginia would have a hard time believing that a 
child, not much older than they are, does not go to school and does not own any books. We are a Primary 
Years Programme School (part of the IB organization), and we could discuss change over time, past and 
present, how some children in the world still live something like this (subsistence-level, remote), and 
perhaps how we might take action to get books into the hands of students who need them.
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FROSTY MORNING - FLETCHER COLLINS JR. COLLECTION, 1935-1944

Teaching Notes:

This link leads to a song that might have been heard in the Appalachians in the 1930s. Its repository is the 
American Folklife Center. Music can be such a powerful way to reach students - even if it's just a "hook."
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ONE OF SEVERAL RUSTIC CABINS AT THE HICKORY RIDGE LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM 
IN BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA. THE BACKWOODS VILLAGE WAS ASSEMBLED BY THE 

SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WITH SUPPORT FROM THE 
TOWN OF BOONE AND MORE THAN 1,000 LOCAL BUSINESSES. THE MUSEUM'S RE-

ENACTMENTS AND CRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS FOCUS ON WESTERN NORTH 
CAROLINA'S SETTLEMENT PERIOD 200 YEARS AGO, "WHEN FOLKS WHO SETTLED 
INTO THIS REGION HAD TO GROW, CREATE, AND TRADE FOR THE NECESSITIES OF 

LIFE."

Teaching Notes:

This is a replica of the type of cabin that Cal and his family might have lived in.

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2017883507/

Contributor Names: Highsmith, Carol M., 1946-, photographer
Created / Published: 2017-10-26.
Subject Headings: -  United States--North Carolina--Boone
-  America
-  Hickory Ridge Living History Museum
-  Southern Applachian History Association
-  Living-history museums
Genre: Digital photographs--Color--2010-2020
Notes: -  Title, date and keywords based on information provided by the photographer.
-  Purchase; Carol M. Highsmith Photography, Inc.; 2017; (DLC/PP-2016:103-7).

http://www.loc.gov/item/2017883507/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2017883507/
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-  Forms part of: Carol M. Highsmith's America Project in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive.
-  Credit line: Photographs in Carol M. Highsmith's America Project in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive, 
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: highsm 46785 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/highsm.46785
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BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY FOLKLIFE PROJECT

Teaching Notes:

A link to the Blue Ridge Parkway Folklife Project. From the collection's description:

"The project documented old-time music, tales, hunting and hunting stories, farming, tobacco cultivation and 
auctions, vernacular architecture, quilting, foodways (including drying, canning, and baking), religious 
music and beliefs, as well as dance events featuring square dancing and flatfoot dancing. Recordings and 
photographs document local music (including concerts, fiddlers' contests, and music in homes), community 
events, church services and baptisms, local radio programs, and interviews with white and African American 
residents. "

This is only a part of the Appalachian story (the Blue Ridge part is NC and part of VA), so there could be 
even more resources for other parts and peoples of the mountain chain.
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THE FAUST FAMILY, ANDERSON COUNTY, E. TENN. [MOUNTAIN MAN AND 2 WOMEN IN 
FRONT OF HOUSE]

Teaching Notes:

This photo is from 1910, which is about two decades earlier than That Book Woman's setting, but might be 
useful. 

Reference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2012648343/

Summary: Photograph shows Mary Faust, center, standing with man and a women, with rifle over shoulder, 
in front of cabin.
Created / Published: c1910.
Subject Headings: -  Faust family
-  Mountain people--Tennessee--Anderson County--1910
-  Appalachians (People)--Tennessee--Anderson County--1910
-  Families--Tennessee--Anderson County--1910
-  Log cabins--Tennessee--Anderson County--1910
Notes: -  Title from item.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
Digital Id: cph 3a40753 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a40753

http://www.loc.gov/item/2012648343/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2012648343/
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HORSE-RIDING LIBRARIANS WERE GREAT DEPRESSION BOOKMOBILES

Teaching Notes:

This is an article from Smithsonian Magazine about the Pack Horse Librarians. The article includes a 
photograph of one of the librarians.
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THE FIRST BOOKMOBILE IN THE COUNTRY

Teaching Notes:

This is a precursor to the WPA Pack Horse Librarians
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THE PACK HORSE LIBRARIANS

Teaching Notes:

There is a little video in this article.



Image not found
https://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/uploads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

Teaching Notes:

  Gina Thacker , you might enjoy reading this post and related comments about "The Packing Horse 

Librarians" started by TPS Teachers Network Mentor  Mary Alice Anderson  earlier this year.

/gina-thacker
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tps-commons/primary-sources-and-historical-fiction-packing-horse-librarians
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tps-commons/primary-sources-and-historical-fiction-packing-horse-librarians
/mary-alice-anderson
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Teaching Notes:

Oh, cool! Thanks!


