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ALBUM WEEKLY REFLECTION: HOW DO THOSE WHO ARE BLIND OR WHO HAVE LOW VISION ACCESS LITERATURE?

Album Description

Hi everyone! As| move forward in my internship, | will be posting weekly to share some thoughts and
resources in connection with my experiences onsite at the Library.

iThis Saturday, as | worked in the Library’ s Y oung Readers Center andPrograms Lab (YRCPL), | noticed
many children showing a keen interest in‘the resources on display that relate to the National Library Service
for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS). The Y RCPL has atablethat displays Taking Books, booksin
Braille, and information about how people who are blind or have low vision access literature. The NLSis
also part of acollaborative effort to help plan for future youth spacesin the Library.

Image type uriknown
https.//wwiv.ldc.gov/item/2004670356/

| wanted to learn more about the history of the NLSand look at primary sources related to the

creation of the NL S and accessible literature. The Library of Congress first developed a concept for a
national library for the blind in 1897, when Librarian of Congress John Russell Y oung established a reading
room for the blind containing about 500 books and music items in raised characters. The Pratt-Smoot Act of
1931 authorized the Library of Cengress to establish a program to distributebooks for blind adults, which
would develop over time to become the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled. (For more
information on the history of NLS, visit https://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organi zation/history/). In 2009, the
Library created an exhibition in honor of Louis Braille's 200t Birthday, which is still available online and
contains various images related to braille and print accessibility. The images and articlesthat | found
through the Library might be a good way to introduce learners to how literature was made accessible to
people who areblind or people with low vision in the past. The Observe, Reflect, Question method would be
agreat startjin analyzing these sources. Y ou might ask your students if they notice anything about how
braille isread and how it was created. This could also spark conversation with students about accessibility
alds for people with disabilities, and where they see accessibility aids like braillein their daily life (public
restrooms, signs, etc.)

Do you know of any other sourcesrelated to the NL S? How do you discuss accessibility in your
schools/organizations and with your students? How could you envision using these sourcesto start a
conver sation with your learners?

If thistopic interests you, check out the posts from former Junior Fellow ﬁ Ellie Kaplan , who compiled
resources on teaching disability history.

Further Resources:

e Blog Post from Teaching with Primary Sources Blog: Exploring Disability Concepts through Primary
Sources on the Built Environment (Published just this week, how serendipitous!)

e Disability History Group in the TPS Teachers Network

e History of NLS

¢ Freeto Use and Reuse: Disability Awareness


https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//tps-commons/weekly-reflection-how-do-those-who-are-blind-or-who-have-low-vision-access-literature-2
https://www.loc.gov/nls/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/volume-167/issue-39/extensions-of-remarks-section/article/E189-6?q={"search":["\"The+Pratt-Smoot+Act\"+of+1931","\"The","Pratt-Smoot","Act\"","of","19
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/volume-167/issue-39/extensions-of-remarks-section/article/E189-6?q={"search":["\"The+Pratt-Smoot+Act\"+of+1931","\"The","Pratt-Smoot","Act\"","of","19
https://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/history/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/louis-braille/overview.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/louis-braille/overview.html
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/
/ellie-kaplan
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2022/09/exploring-disability-concepts-through-primary-sources-on-the-built-environment/?loclr=eatlcb
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2022/09/exploring-disability-concepts-through-primary-sources-on-the-built-environment/?loclr=eatlcb
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/disability-history
https://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/history/
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/disability-awareness/
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Socia Studies/History Disability History ~ National Library Service for the Blind and Print
isabled  Libra



https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=3142
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=49601
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=49601
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=13
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YRCPL NLSTABLE.JPG

eaching Noteﬁl [ |

| |
ere is aphotograph of the table at the Young Readers Center and Programs Lab that | referenced abo

otice the copy of "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" as a Print-and-Braille Picture book, as well as a copy
arry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitutic

activities for children to learn more about how braille is created and read.
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS: DIVISION FOR THE BLIND. READING ROOM
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eaching Notes:™

| |
ere is a photograph of the Reading Room for the Blind at the Library of Congress, taken around 192
hat might be different about this reading room compared to other reading rooms in the library at the time
hat pieces of technology do you notice in the photograph?

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2005694707/

Created / Published
e ca. 1920.
Notes
e - Thisrecord contains unverified, old data from caption card.
e - Caption card tracings: Copyright; Physically handicapped; DC, Wash. LC Interiors Div.; Libraries;
Blind; Shelf.
Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA h


https://www.loc.gov/item/2005694707/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2005694707/
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ttp://hdl:loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
igital 1d

e cph 3b07020 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b07020
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BLIND, THEgBRAILLE ALPHABET AT LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND. INSTITWUTE OF THE
BLIND

Feaching Notes:

Here is an example of the Braille Alphabet. The YRCPL has a similar card that we give away. to children
who visitithe space. What is the pattern used for the braille aphabet? How was this created? Who do yau
thinkis the intended audience for this image?

Reference Link: https.//www.loc.gov/item/2016864181/

Contributor Names

e Harris & Ewing, photographer
Created / Published

e 1912
Genre

o Glass negatives

Notes


https://www.loc.gov/item/2016864181/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016864181/
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- Title from unverified caption data received with the Harris & Ewing Collection.
- Gift; Harns & Ewing, Inc. 1955.
- General information about the Harris & Ewing Collection is available at
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.hec

e - Temp. note: Batch one.

epository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

igital 1d

¢ hec 01837 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.01837



http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.hec
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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[WOMAN READING BRAILLE]

iswould Ee agreat image to try Observe, Reflect, Question:

hat iSthis woman doing?

hat is the time period? How do you know?

- Why was this image produced?

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2016889835/

Contributor Names

e Harris & Ewing, photographer
Created / Published

e [1931 or 1932

Subject Headings


https://www.loc.gov/item/2016889835/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016889835/
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e - United States
enre

¢ Glass negatives
otes

- Titledevised by Library sta

- Date based on date of negatives in same range.

- Gift; Harris & Ewing, Inc. 1955.

- General information about the Harris & Ewing Collegtion is avail able at
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.hec

e - Temp. note: Batch seven.

epository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

igital 1d

¢ hec 36683 //hdl.loc.go .pnp/hec.36683
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EW YORK, NEW YORK. CHARLOTTE ROHR OPERATING THE BRAILLE RRESSAT THE
LIGHTHOUSE, AN INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND, AT 111 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET

|
iswoman is using a Braille Press to create pages of braille text. How might braille be created today? Ho
8s the technology for accessibility aids, like braille, changed over time?

Reference Link: https.//www.loc.gov/item/2017864845/

Contributor Names
e Boyer, Richard, photographer
Created / Published
e 1944 Mar.
Subject Headings
e - United States--New Y ork (State)--New Y ork

Genre


https://www.loc.gov/item/2017864845/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017864845/
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o Safety film pegatives
otes

- Title and other information from print in lot.
- Transfer; United States. Office of War Information. Overseas Picture Division. Washington
Division; 1944,
e - Moreinformation about the FSA/OWI Collection is available at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.fsao
e - Temp. note: owibatch5
e - Film copy on SISrall 19, frame 1983.

epository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
igital 1d

o fsa8d42045 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/fisa.8d42045



http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.fsaowi
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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NEW YORKGNEW YORK. MISSLOUISE KINTNER, HEAD OF THE PUBLICRELATIONS
DEPARTMENT (LEFT) DICTATING TO RUTH ASKENAS, WHO ISTAKING IT DOWN ON A
BRAILLE MACHINE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE, AN INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND, AT 111
[ | EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET |

this period does this machine look like? (Perhaps a typewriter) Knowing that bralle is made from a pattern
of six dots, why might this machine have six keys? This image would be good to pair with the "Braille
Alphabet” image from this album.

Reference Link: https://www.loc.gov/item/2017864847/

Contributor Names
e Boyer, Richard, photographer
Created / Published

e 1944 Mar.


https://www.loc.gov/item/2017864847/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017864847/
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bject Headin

e - United States-New Y ork (State)--New York

enre u

« Safety film negatives .'.- ..'.

otes |

- Title and other information from!‘*’zrj\ card.
- Title and other information from printin microfilm

- Transfer; United States. Office of War Infermati OP Overseas Picture Division. Washington

Division; 1944.
- More information about the FSA/OWI Coll nisavailable at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.fsao

- Temp. note: owibatchS
- Film copy on SISroll 16, frame 924...'. .l...-

epository u

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

igital Id

o fsa8d34719 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/fsa.8d34719

-



http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.fsaowi
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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eaching Notes:

hat a unique and informative post. The photos require close examination and thinking. | can see stude
etting very involved in a“what do you see?” And “what do you want to know™ activity using these photos.
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eaching Notes:

ank you, H Mary Alice Anderson ! | had to do alot of close examination of these sources myself, a
hope they can be used in a learning environment to build those skills and; as you said, to spark questio
pout "what do you want to know'and discussion about accessibility andidisability history.



/mary-alice-anderson

ps://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/upl oads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

ank you for sharing and posting. This is great information. Have you used this resource from NLS F
ith Braille Activity Sheet andif so what suggestions do you have on to useit or what resources to pair wi
? After your experience in the lab, would you use this to start the conversation or to enhance a later lesson



https://www.loc.gov/nls/resources/blindness-and-vision-impairment/braille-information/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
https://www.loc.gov/nls/resources/blindness-and-vision-impairment/braille-information/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
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eaching Notes:

| |
[ L Carrie Veatch wl'ﬁi a great question! Yes, we use that Fun with Braille Activity Sheet in t
RCPL, often sending it home with families after they show interest in the NLS Table. | wonde
0 any educators have thoughts:'How do you see using the Fun withiBraille Activity Sheet along wit
e primary sour ces above in your elassrooms, libraries, or educatignal settings?

ould see that worksheet being used in a couple of different scenarios--

e With very young students, | might use t*n orksheet aong with a physical copy of a braille book
introduce students to what Braille is and how it isused. This is often how we introduce children in t
YRCPL to Braille and they enjoy seeing a physical representation of what a Braille book looks like.
couple of the primary sources from this album could be used as well.

e With dightly older students (keeping in-mind that'this activity page might not be appropriate f
learners in higher grades) | would introduce the set of primary sources first, using the Obser
Reflect, Question method with each,of the images and someof the other reflection questions  listed
the Teaching Notes for each inﬁge. Then, | might use the Activity Sheet as a fun way to wrap-up t
lesson.

hope that this helps to answer your question! As stated above, anyone |.s v‘elcome to jump in with th
ggestions of how to use these resources as a classroom activity!



/carrie-veatch
https://www.loc.gov/nls/resources/blindness-and-vision-impairment/braille-information/fun-with-braille-activity-sheet/
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eaching Notes: ..
obhan - These are terriﬁ% resources and learning ideas!

to make film and sound files accire.through the Tools of the Fil
tivities posted with the educational materials for the film Becomin en Keller. Keller materials fro
BS Learning Media. u

eachers should consider how student.s..nts)oare themsel blind or print disabled (or have oth
sabilities) will experience this investigation. Some students'may be happy to share their own experience

her students may want to avoid getting any attention for a disability. Early in the school year, it isvital
arn how each student can best experience discussions of ability. It isalso important early to set t

pectation of respect for every person, of al abiliti hese activities can help to strengthen that respect!

AN,
%,

&



https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/helenkeller/
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/helenkeller/
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ank you so much for your.contribution to this posin Rich Cairn! | appreciate your thoughts abo
plementing this learning activity in a classroom and the resources that you shared related to the fil
ecoming Helen Keller. | particularly liked the "Advocate for the Blind*ivideo, which talks about Keller
jvocacy for standardized use of braille. What fantastic resources, thank youl!



/rich-cairn
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bhk21-advocateblind/advocate-for-the-blind-becoming-helen-keller/

