Paper Circuit for the National Christmas Tree Lighting
Would you like to light the first National Christmas Tree from 1923? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Christmas Tree was presented to President Coolidge by Middlebury College as a gift from his home state and set up in Washington, D.C., immediately behind the White House.  On December 24, 1923 President Calvin Coolidge touched a button to light up the first national Christmas tree to grace the White House grounds. It was the first to be decorated with electric lights, a strand of 2,500 red, white, and green bulbs.  The National Christmas Tree tradition has been repeated with every administration.
Materials you will need: 
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1. Open to the inside of card and draw your circuit’s path.  Remember to draw your LED where you will want it when it comes through on the tree on the other side. 
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2. Where the LED is drawn, poke a small hole with the scissors.
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3. Then it is time to put copper tape on your circuit lines.
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4. Put your LED through the hole, making sure to have the longer lead by the positive (+) side of the tape. Put a piece of tape over each lead to hold it to the copper tape.  Make sure connect them securely to the copper tape.
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5. Test your circuit with the battery to make sure it works. Place your battery (+) down on the (+) copper tape length and close the card.  Touch the (-) copper tape length the other side of the battery.  The light should go on.
[image: ]
6. If your circuit works, tape down the outside edges of the battery to the copper tape being sure to not cover the back of the battery where the other length of copper tape touches when closed.  If your circuit does not work, try flipping over your battery.  Then check to make sure the leads are taped down securely.
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Working paper circuit card!
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