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Snapshot Strategy for Primary Sources

Steps for the Instructional Routine
SNAPSHOT is the mnemonic device which summarizes the steps for this 
instructional routine. The teacher uses these steps along with the graphic 
organizer above to guide students through analysis of a photograph. Prior to 
class with the students, the teacher creates a rough draft of the graphic 
organizer. In class, the teacher and students complete the graphic organizer 
together. The teacher elicits responses from the students, filling in the organizer 
on the overhead or on a SmartBoard while students fill in the organizer 
individually. 
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SNAPSHOT (Cont’d)

See the picture from the LOC website
The teacher presents a picture and asks students to examine the picture. 

Note the title, caption and summary
The teacher asks students to read the caption or the title of the picture and then writes the caption or title in box #1 (Title). 

Address the concept and unit
The teacher briefly explains the current concept being studied and writes it in the top section of box #2, then states the current unit of 
study and writes it in the bottom section of box #2. Students write the concept and unit on their graphic organizers.

Pull together general information
The teacher asks students questions to help guide them in identifying what they see or observe in the picture. The teacher writes student 
responses in box #3 (general information) of the graphic organizer. Students copy information into their graphic organizers.

• Who?
• What?
• When?
• Where?
• Why?
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Analyzing 
Photographs

1. Title, caption, summary 2.  Concept and Unit

4. What do I already 
know?

3.  General Information 5.  Details

6.  Total it up.



SHare what you already know
Given the information in box 4, the teacher asks students what else they already know about the topic as it relates to the picture. This is an 
opportunity for students to bring their background knowledge about the topic related to the picture to the discussion. As students respond, the 
teacher writes notes in box 4 of the graphic organizer. Students copy notes on to their graphic organizers.

Observe details
The teacher asks students to look at the photograph more closely and to identify details, providing guidance to the students if needed. 
Examples of questions are below.

People/person
• Male/female?
• Wearing?
• Doing?
• Holding?
• Facial expression?
Scene
• Event?
• Action?
• Geography?
• Architecture?
• Items?
The details are recorded in box 5.
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Total it up
In the final step, the teacher guides the students in making an interpretive statement about the photograph. This statement should 
pull together information from the general information and details previously identified by students and recorded in boxes 5 & 6.

Review
After completing all of the steps, review the graphics organizer with students in an interactive way. During the review, ask students 
questions or request further explanation about the information found on the graphic organizer. 
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Analyzing 
Photographs

Title, caption, summary

1. Japanese-American internment at 
camp in Calif; mess line; 1943

2.  Human Rights
     Human Rights violations in WWII

Concept and Unit

What do I already 
know?

4.  - 
Japanese-Americans 
were put in camps 
during WWII
- Jews were forced to 
live in concentration 
camps during WW II
- Japan bombed Pearl 
Harbor

-its morning or afternoon
-lot of people in line
-men, women, children
-all Japanese
-warehouses
-mountains

3.  General Information

-hands in pockets & arms folded
-people might be cold
-children aren’t running around; maybe 
they’re not happy
-buildings don’t look strong
-people look quiet, tired, patient
-no trees or plants

5.  Details

 During WWII Japanese-Americans were relocated to camps in California.  The camps had buildings that looked like 
warehouses and they didn’t have trees or other plants.  While the Japanese-Americans appeared patient and quiet, they 
didn’t appear to like being there.

6.  Total it up.     




