Description of the Inquiry Project CI 427 & CI 519

Course Themes: Race & Gender, Society & Culture, Politics & Government
Purpose of this Assignment: Encourage teachers and teacher candidates to investigate an area of the Social Sciences in their area of teaching interest. Middle grade endorsement candidates (CI 427) will choose an area which is included in Middle Grades Curriculum. CI 519 students will choose an area of interest pertaining to their teaching.  They will understand the Inquiry Process that students within their classrooms need in order to inquire and think like historians. They will also see the interrelationships among and between the social sciences (geography, economics, civics, government) as well as other content teaching areas (mathematics, literacy, science). The Stripling Model will guide the Inquiry Process.
*Information can be presented in a diagram or chart or table
** Sources can be in a separate document
	Stripling Model Elements
	Inquiry Activities
	Thinking like a Historian

	Narrative of your Inquiry

	Connect
	Initial Research to Choose a Topic or Issue
	Research a historical event based on one of the three course themes in order to choose your Inquiry topic.
	A unit that I have taught for the last two years is the American Dream. This unit consists of short stories out of our textbooks that are thrown together and students have a hard time making connections. I knew I wanted to make a change and bring in materials that will engage students, help them understand the topic, but also lead them to the idea of whether or not the American Dream is real. There are three texts that I must include per my district's scope and sequence which includes Tolerance, Montgomery Boycott, and Harrison Bergeron. I am digging deeper into an inquiry on the American Dream focusing particularly on the 1950s and 1960s.

	Wonder

	Research Question(s) Development
	Develop a research question with supporting questions.
	How do individuals use language, both written and spoken, to challenge us- to define who we are as a country? 

How does one change a mind? 

Where does your voice fit? 

Is there such a thing as the American Dream?

	
	Project Plan
	Create a project plan, which includes what data to collect, how to collect it, time needed, research needed to understand the event, potential sources of information and what each person will do.
	For this project, I am really looking for written documents, photographs, and films that I can show my classes. This not only widens my search options, but also appeals to all of the learning styles that I see in my classroom. I dove right in looking for narratives since those are what I was primarily removing from my unit. I was not having success with just that type of source so I decided to search by topic instead. The topics I was using for my research are the following: Women’s Rights, Civil Rights, 1950s, 1960s, Redlining, Authors, and Presidents. In terms of the time needed to collect the materials, I wanted to start off doing as much research as possible so later on I could focus on my overall project. Since I am by myself for this project, I made a calendar as to when I wanted to work on various aspects of the project. I knew if I tried to do it in large chunks my overall outcome would not be my best work. Instead, I did small tasks over the course of the day to solidify my project and make it more manageable. 



	Construction and Investigation
	Search for Diverse Perspectives
	Find artifacts in the LOC as well as other suggested resource sites, which address various viewpoints about this event. 
	**See separate document

	
	Sourcing and Reliability

SOAPSTone
	For each artifact, analyze each document for the author’s position (partisan or bi-partisan), time and place, intended audience, perspective, purpose, and tone. Use the SOAPSTone organizer to source and determine reliability or
Use the Selecting Primary Sources document to consider use with students.
	**See separate document

	
	**Archive Record of Sources
(includes a reference listing)
	Make a file (repository album on TPS Network) which holds various types of artifacts (pictures, media, political cartoons, documents, etc.) addressing this event. Provide a citation for each source.
	**See TPS network

	
	*Collection of Additional Data

	Collect data using surveys, interviews, and other data collection tools (if the event is recent) or use the TPS network or other sources to find teachers views on the topic. This adds a human voice, connecting to community, and civic agency.
	I presented a survey to my family and friends and asked them what comes to their mind when they hear the words “American Dream”? Most of them answered with either money or a home. I then asked how old they were when they first were told about the “American Dream”? The average answer was 9th-12th grade. The third question was “ If you were to list people who you believe have achieved the American Dream, who comes to mind?” Most people listed someone in their lives or someone famous who has shown them what the “American Dream” is and the fourth question asked them how they know they did it. The fifth question was the complete opposite of question number three, it asked them “ If you were to list people who you believe have NOT  achieved the American Dream, who comes to mind?” This one was harder from some to answer, but most gave answers like someone they knew. Question six was the same as four: how do you know that they haven’t achieved the “American Dream”.  Question number seven was “Do you believe the American Dream is possible to obtain?” and 63.6% of those surveyed said yes it is possible. Then I asked them ‘’Do you believe you have achieved your version of the American Dream?” and 54.% said that they have not achieved this dream. Based on the date, one could assume that the “American Dream” is alive and well in our society. It is an outlook on how you view your life and where it is heading. As long as you are happy and have a fulfilling life, it seems you have achieved the “American Dream”.



	Construction and Investigation
	Contextualization
	Develop a timeline of significant incidents leading up to and after the event.
As you are building your timeline consider each source’s attributes and analysis as it relates to the topic/event and essential question(s).
	1857- Dred Scott Case was the stepping stone to the Civil War. The case stated that any one taken to a free territory would automatically become free and no longer would be enslaved. 
1860- The South, Confederate States of America, secede from the Union
1862- Preliminary Draft of Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln.
1863- Emancipation Proclamation was issued which freed all slaves. 
1865- The Thirteenth Amendment that abolished slavery.
1869- The Fifteenth Amendment prohibits the denial of the right to vote, specifically on the basis of color and race. 
1877- Jim Crow Laws started that enforced racial segregation in the south. 
1896- Plessy V. Ferguson, or “separate but equal” facilities which allowed racial segregation. 
1919- The Nineteenth Amendment prohibits the denial of the right to vote based on sex.  
1954- Brown V. Board of Education which outlaws segregation in public schools. 
1955- Rosa Parks refused to switch seats on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
1955- Rosa Parks Diary Entries.
1961- John F. Kennedy’s “The City Upon a Hill” Speech.
1962- The Twenty-fourth Amendment prohibits poll tax.
1963- Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a Dream” speech.
1965- March from Selma to Montgomery in support of black voter Registration
1965- Voting Rights Act prohibits racial discrimination in voting. 
1968- Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated 
1968- Fair Housing Act that made it unlawful to discriminate on the bases of race when buying a home.
1979- Anti-Gerrymandering Act of 1979.

	
	*Corroboration
	Analyze multiple sources of the same event or topic, noting similarities and differences in the author’s position, perspective, intended audience, and tone.
	All of the events that I have while they go together, they all contrast each other. For every advancement that was made, there was a setback that came with it. For instance, with the Dred Scott case, it stated that anyone taken to a free state became free. Then only three short years later, the South breaks off from the Union and the American Civil War breaks out. A negative reaction to a positive event. Another instance would be with the Fifteenth Amendment giving the right to vote, only to have the South instill Poll Tax.

	
	Claim
	Formulate plausible interpretations, arguments, or claims based on an evaluation of evidence from primary and secondary sources. Claims are related to your essential question(s) and supporting questions.
	How do individuals use language, both written and spoken, to challenge us- to define who we are as a country? The tone in which something is conveyed speaks volumes. Tone can be heard clearly through a speech, but also through a document as well. 

How does one change a mind? A person can change someone’s mind if they encompass three things: persuasion, passion, and support from facts. 

Where does your voice fit? You are a part of this community and country for a reason. Share what is one your mind and make the change you want to see in the world. 

Is there such a thing as the American Dream? Everyone has their own version of the American Dream. 

	
	*Evidence
	Justify claims using the appropriate direct evidence from a variety of reliable sources.
	The tone in which something is conveyed speaks volumes. Tone can be heard clearly through a speech, but also through a document. In Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech, you can hear the passion in his voice but yet his sternness in which he was asserting that things needed to change in the United States. He was telling us who we are as a country. We fight for what we believe in, both physically and socially. Now he was not yelling at the crowd, but he was firm in his feelings which was conveyed in his attitude. Another example of this would be in the Day Book article about minorities moving to the south side of Chicago. From the words in which they used conveyed to their readers how they felt about the situation. Using words such as “causing rumpus”, “killed property value”, and “dumping ground”. They are not speaking highly of the groups in which this article was written about. 

A person can change someone’s mind if they encompass three things: persuasion, passion, and support from facts. Martin Luther King Jr used all three of those components in his “I have a Dream” speech. I won’t elaborate more on the speech as I did in the previous question, but please note that those statements apply here as well. Another person who exhibits those three assets would be John F. Kennedy. In his speech, “The City Upon a Hill”, Kennedy was describing how Massachusetts will always be his home. Then he went deeper; he shared that the United States needed to be a guide, a role model of sorts, for other countries. He knows that we will be measured by the actions they  were doing then by those of future generations. 

You are a part of this community and country for a reason. Share what is one your mind and make the change you want to see in the world. For instance, Rosa Parks was not one for speaking out, until she had had enough and sparked a movement. Find something you are passionate about and run with it. Parks wanted to have the same rights as whites and she knew she had to take a stand to make that happen. From her one action, a million other ones occurred and for that we are forever grateful. 

Everyone has their own version of the American Dream. For some it is racial equality from those who have oppressed them. For others it is building a happy and fulfilling life. Whatever the scenario is, the outcome is the same to live a better life than the ones that came before you. From the primary sources listed previously, one can see that racial equality has been a constant battle for as long as we have been the United States of America, if not longer. But a current survey shows that Americans believe the dream is to be happy with what you have done on your journey called life. So to each their own and to shoot for your version of the American Dream. 

	
	Connections to Other Social Science Areas
	Describe the connections you found in your inquiry - Identify significant sources found in your inquiry that relate to the other social sciences. You should have at least one primary source that supports each of the other areas of the Social Sciences. 
	Geography

The Day Book describes how minorities were not welcome nor wanted in various parties of Chicago.


	
	
	
	Economics

The Day Book also described “... Big Biz interests to bring these negroes here as the opening gun in a war on union labor” which essentially means that whites were losing their jobs to blacks at a high rate. This was due to the fact that at that time, blacks were paid a lower wage than their peers. 


	
	
	
	Civics

Martin Luther King Jr. “I Have a Dream” speech called on the end of racism in the United States.

Both of Rosa Parks diary entries showcase what it was that African Americans were enduring during this period in American history. Parks described when enough was enough and when something needed to happen. 

The Tulsa Daily Word gives a glimpse into how women were treated in the early 1900s and how very little they were taught of. This article describes the reasons why individuals would be opposed to Women’s Suffrage. 


	
	
	
	Government

The Emancipation Proclamation started a snowball that led to African Americans gaining more rights than ever before. While some can say that African Americans do not have various rights today, everyone is certain that they have more than their ancestors that have lived here. 

The Anti-Gerrymandering Act of 1979 outlawed a process in which district lines would be redrawn to either decrease or increase the amount of representation for that particular district. 



	Express
	Oral and Written Presentation of Inquiry Project 
	Present your new understandings – essential question(s), curated collection of primary sources, corroboration of data, claims, evidence, the diversity of viewpoints, your timeline of events, and the significance and implications of the Inquiry event.
	** See powerpoint

	Reflect
	Inquiry Process Reflection 
	1. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]What did you learn about the Inquiry Process? 
2. How does going through the Inquiry Project relate and inform your teaching?
3. What goals do you have for future inquiries for yourself and your students?
4. What benefits have emerged for you and your students due to undertaking an Inquiry Process?
5. What new questions do you have?
	1. This Inquiry Process has made me realize how time consuming it is to find primary sources. However, if you make a plan or have an idea in mind, it does make it easier to find what you are looking for. It also will help stay focused so that you are not essentially wasting time. I found that setting a time and limiting myself to say two hours finding sources helped me not only stay focused, but also not spend all day going down rabbit holes just searching and searching. 
2. This project is related to my teaching because my background is in History, yet I teach English. So I try to find every way that I can to bring the two together. This process is similar, yet more in depth, of the way that I plan my lessons for my classes. You start out with your essential question, then find the resources you need, then find the ways they all connect together. From there, you can determine the bigger story that they have to share. 
3. I would love to do this type of project with my unit on Animal Farm and the connection it has to the Russian Revolution. It is a hard thing for students to understand because they are normally never taught about the Russian Revolution until World History the following year. Show them pictures, documents, and even maps would help solidify what happened. 
4. Allowing students to physically see either a document or photograph of what we are discussing goes farther than just what we are talking about. Also, with teaching advanced sophomores there are parts of this project that I could even have them do as well. It opens so many doors to new activities and assignments.
5. I am not sure I have any new questions but rather something I would like to do with this project. I would like to go more in depth with it in the future. My current time restraints only allow for my unit to be 3 weeks long, but if given the chance to make it longer there are other aspects I would like to explore. I would look into more perspectives of individuals during that time. I also would expand to include other minorities during this time and who they were treated. I would also like to bring it into modern day with making those connections through sources rather than today's sources being our recall of what has happened.




