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ALBUM USING GARAGEBAND WITH CHILDREN'S BOOKS

Album Description

For this project, students were taught how to create music in GarageBand and then were asked to create 
music to accompany a page from the children's book, The Rocket Book, which was written in 1912. This 
activity served two purposes. 

First, students were able to make observations about the Rocket Book, which tells the story of a rocket in the 
basement that is found and lit by a kid. The rocket then flies up through each floor in the apartment building 
where students can see different activities such as people playing ragtime on the piano or listening to a 
record on the Victrola. As my students are also studying jazz, and other teachers are touching upon this time 
period in history at my school, this activity helped to shed light on the early 20th century.

   bestof   

Second, creating music to a page in this book gave students the opportunity to think about how to create 
music to a particular situation or activity taking place in the book. After students created music to go along 
with a page in the book, students shared their project with others in the class.

Below is an example of music created by a 6th grader at my school, The Independent Day School, in 
Middlefield CT, for this project. My 6th grader chose the page where ragtime music was being played on the 
piano. You can hear a piano playing and partway through you can hear what sounds like the rocket going up 
through the floor of the apartment.   ragtime      Art/Music      Social Studies/History      Technology     
jazz   

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//tps-tech-talk/using-garageband-with-childrens-books
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=48181
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=48029
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=19
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1621
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Teaching Notes:

  Jane Mills  This sounds incredible.  Congratulations on what you have accomplished.  I could not find 
your link to the student example. Would you share the link again?

/jane-mills
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GARAGEBAND MUSIC MP3 CREATED BY MY STUDENT FOR THE 7TH FLAT IN THE 
ROCKET BOOK

Teaching Notes:

Using GarageBand, ask students to create music to a page from the Rocket Book, matching the action on the 
page of the book chosen.

   GarageBand      music      Social Studies/History      Art/Music      6 - 8      3 - 5   

https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=48028
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=1723
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=12
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=11
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=6
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THE ROCKET BOOK, 7TH FLAT

Teaching Notes:

1. Choose a page from The Rocket Book and have students analyze the pages as a group.

2. Read the story together, stopping after each page for observations and reflections

3. At the end, ask students what questions they had from reading the book.

4. Ask the students to each choose a page and use GarageBand to create music for each page.

5. Share with the class.
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Teaching Notes:

Thank you, it was a fun project! I think I figured out how to upload the mp3. Hopefully it will work.
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Teaching Notes:

What a creative way to engage students  so that primary sources become personal and relevant to them. I 
would not be surprised if the students could give us a lesson or two. 



Image not found
https://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/uploads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

Teaching Notes:

Wonderful project!  I bet the students enjoyed it and were engaged.  The objectives are a great combination 
of thinking skills, creativity and tech integration.  Thanks for sharing the project.  I’m passing the idea along!
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Teaching Notes:

I have been learning daily from them!


