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ALBUM WEEKLY DISCOVERY: TOURISM BY STEREOSCOPE

Album Description

Thisweek, as | began to explore the vast digitized collections of the Library of ‘Congress, | thought it would
be fun to start with one of my favarite formats: the stereograph. Ster eogr aphs consist of two photographs or
prints of the same scene, taken at dlightly different angles, and often displayed on a card. When viewed
through a device with two lenses (called a ster eoscope), the card creates the impression of athree-
dimensional image. Stereographs were first produced in the 1850s.and became especially popular between
1870-1920.

Last fall, | had the opportunity to collaborate with-alocal library on plans to feature their stereograph
collection during a public event, which included a “ create-your-own stereo card” activity for children and
families. We also developed an exhibit highlighting the connection of historic stereographs to tourism.
Peopl e often bought stereographs as souvenirs at tourist sites; and they could aso use stereographs to
virtually tour places that they might never seein person.

| was excited to learn that the Library hasmore than 52,000 stereograph cards in the Prints & Photographs
Division's holdings, and that alarge percentage are available to view through the Stereograph Cards digital
collection.

MfcOe ot rouna
Bl ps.//tie.loc.gov/storage-services/service/pnp/ppmsca/08700/08781v.j pg#h=532& w=1024

Image: The stereograph as an educator - Underwood patent extension cabinet in a home library

During my search | also came across several digitized versions of guidebooks published by stereograph
companies. One such work is The United States of America through the stereoscope; one hundred outlooks
from successive standpoints in different parts of the world's greatest republic, published by Underwood &
Underwood in 1904 to accompany a box set of 100 stereographs depicting landscapes, architecture,
industries, and people of the United States. This book offers a“ stereoscopic tour” through the country, with
an itinerary, maps, and suggestions for how to look at and interpret the images.


https://tpsteachersnetwork.org//tps-commons/weekly-discovery-tourism-by-stereoscope
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/stereo/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/stereograph-cards/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/stereograph-cards/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003674057/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003674057/
https://www.loc.gov/item/04033234/
https://www.loc.gov/item/04033234/
https://www.loc.gov/item/04033234/
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The United States of America through the stereoscope presents the stereoscopic tour as an accessible
aternative to actual travel: “[1]t is easily possible for any man... to learn from his own observation the large,
typical facts of this country, how it looks when one stands bodily in the middle of agreat Illinois farm, or on
the dizzy brink of the mad Whirlpool Rapids of Niagara, or peering down into the unbelievable, ragged
depths of the Grand Canyon of Arizona. ... This memorable experienceis possible for all sorts and
conditions of men. It is made thus possible by the practical perfection of stereascopic photography” (pp. 9-10

)

Interestingly, many of the stereographsin this “tour” are digitized and accessible through the Library of
Congress. The attached album includes an abbreviated version of the tour itinerary along with the associated
digitized stereographs. While educators may wish to review thefull itinerary (pp. 3-8), it should be noted
that the original publication from 1904 includes descriptions of Native Americans that are now recognized as
derogatory and harmful. The tour also presents an exalted vision of turn-of-the-century America as a place of
natural grandeur and bustling industry. Close analysis of the images, however, provides insight into some of
the issues of the time (such as child labor in the “great spinning room” — see teacher’ s note), as well as

rai sing questions about what types of American stories might be missing.

Teachers of middle or high school history, geography, or social studies classes might use the abbreviated
Itinerary to help students practice Library of Congress search techniques while also learning about
stereoscopic technology and analyzingimages of early-twentieth-century America. First, learners could
select atour stop and search for the associated stereograph in the Library’ s collections. Usually the correct
stereograph can be located with a simple search using the title from the itinerary. However, in some cases
learners may need to narrow-down the options from several similar images. To 1dentify the correct image,
students might look for clues, including the exact title, the date (on or within a few years before 1904), the
contributor (Underwood & Underwood), and the genr e (stereographs).

Once the desired stereographs are located, |earners could analyze the 2D images and, ideally, view the
stereographs in 3D as well. There are severa options for creating the 3D effect. Most digitized stereographs
In the Library’s collections may be printed, without resizing, and viewed through an antique stereascope, an
Inexpensive modern stereoscope (available at online retailers), or aDIY stereoscope made from cardboard
and lenses (many tutorials eX|st online). Additional ideas for VIeWI ng stereographs in classrooms are

discussed in this post by 8 Cheryl Davis and this post by j. Mary Johnson .
Potential questions for further reflection and discussion include:

¢ L ocate the stereograph on a map and find a contemporary image of the same (or similar) place. What
isdifferent? Is anything the same?

¢ Why do you think the stereograph producer chose this particular scene? What stories about America
do you think the producer wanted to convey? What does the title of the image tell us about the
producer’ s point of view?

e How isthe experience of viewing this scenein 3D different from looking at a 2D image? How is
looking at a scenein 3D different from visiting it in person?

e If you could create a virtual tour of your town/city/community, what scenes would you include? Why?

Have you used stereographs in your classrooms? I'd love to hear about it, if so!

Socia Studies/History  Technology


https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.unitedstatesofam00unde/?sp=23&st=image
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.unitedstatesofam00unde/?sp=17&st=image
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tps-tech-talk/stereograph-cards-on-ipads
/cheryl-davis
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tps-tech-talk/google-cardboard-app-q-a?cid=13362
/mary-johnson
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=2
https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/tag-details?tid=19
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A STEREOSGOPIC TOUR OF THE UNITED STATES, BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD,
i 1904.DOCX

- .-"
eaching Notes: ...l

eachers of middle or high school hlst , geography, or social ies classes might use this abbreviate
nerary to help students practice Ll%éf Congress techniques while also learning abo
tw ica

ereoscopic technology and lifein early- h-century A

e image “In the great spinning room” depicg chil or. For context regarding child labor in ear

entieth-century America, seelLewis Hine's inv ative photography for the National Child Labo

ommittee (NCLC). ThisLesson Plan prov::s.iggestmﬁ:f-o;:d:jr ing the topic of child labor in yo
assroom.



https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-in-america/
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THE MAGNIFICENT NEW CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY THE MOST SPACKOUS BOOK
» REPOSITORY IN THE WORLD, WASHINGTON, USA.

nt new fonal Library—
Vaalingon, U: 8 A

eference Link: http://www.loc.govﬂem/2017647087/
||

reated / Published o
u

o [1902]

enre ..

¢ Stereagraphs--1900-1910
e Phetographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - Titlefrom item.
Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1505895 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s05895


http://www.loc.gov/item/2017647087/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2017647087/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT SIGNING BILLS, WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGEON, D.C.

mmary
||

e Stereograph showing Roosevelt sitting at his desk writing.

reated / Published = ||

||
e New York; London, Toronto-Canada, Ottawa-Kansas, : Underwood & Underwood, publishers, c1903
June 11. |

e - Titlefrom item.
e - On recto: Copyright 1903 by Underwood & Underwood.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1501933 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s01933
e cph 3b42204 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b42204


http://www.loc.gov/item/2010646564/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2010646564/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s01933
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b42204
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IN THE GREAT SPINNING ROOM - 104,000 SPINDLES- OLYMPIAN COTT@®N MILLS,
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA -

eaching Notes:

is image depicts child labor: For context regarding child labor in earl’-twentieth-century America, &
ewis Hine's investigative photography for the National Child Labor Committee (NCLC). This Lesson Pl

ovides suggestions for addressing the topic of child labor in your classroom. .

|| |
eferenceLi nlﬁittp://www.l oc.gov/item/96511502/

e Two men with working children.

e New York : Underwood & Underwood, c1903.
Genre

e Photographic prints--1900-1910
e Stereographs--1900-1910

Notes
e - Copyright by Underwood & Underwood.

Repository


http://www.loc.gov/item/96511502/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-in-america/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-in-america/
http://www.loc.gov/item/96511502/
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e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

igital 1d

e stereo 1s15405 //hdl.loe.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s15405
e cph 3b37840 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b37840



http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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eaching Notes:

i Maral Great post on stereographs! | loved the potential reflection questions that you provided at the e
your post. Your questions fester engagement and create an opportunity for good thinking. | can't wait
e your discovery next week!
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xcellent post, Maral | have often wondered why itemsin the Library appear in
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HE FAMOUS;' FLATIRON" BUILDING - MOST REMARKABLE COMMERCIAL BUILDING
INTHE WORLD, NEW YORK -

||
eference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2017649043/
||

reated / Published -

e New York ; Li\don : Toronto-Canada ; Ottawa-K ansas

enre -

« Steredgraphs--1900-1910
o Piﬂtographi C prints--1900-1910

otes

H46790 U.S. Copyright Office.

Copyright 1904 by Underwood & Underwood.

On mount: Works and Studios, Arlington, N.J., Littleton, N.H., Washington, D.C.
- No. 4.

Title from item.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1506898 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s06898


http://www.loc.gov/item/2017649043/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2017649043/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

ps://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/upl oads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

"n o

THE CRADLE,OF AMERICAN LIBERTY; INTERIOR FANEUIL HALL, BOST@N-SCENE OF
» EPOCH MAKING MEETINGSOF TWO CENTURIES

eference Link: http://www.loc.govMem/2018649668/
||

reated / Published o
m

e 1903 Jun 11.
H

enre .l

e Steredgraphs--1900-1910
e Photographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - H81824 U.S. Copyright Office
e - Copyright 1903 by Underwood & Underwood.
e - Titlefrom item.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1513081 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s13081


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018649668/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018649668/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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OURCE OF THE WORLD'SMOST GIGANTIC FORTUNES - PUMPING WELLSIN THE OIL
u COUNTRY - WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. -

||
eference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018652397/
||

reated / Published -

o [1903]

enre .l

o Steredgraphs--1900 - 1910
e Photographic prints--1900 - 1910

otes

e - No1
o - Titlefrom item.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1s15005 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s15005


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018652397/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018652397/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL (N. FROM ADAMS): NOONDAY CROWDSON A
- THOROUGHFARE 18 MILESLONG u

eference Link: http://www.I oc.govﬂem/2014650313/
||

mmary | |
||
e Stereograph showing traffic congestion with several streetcars and carriages in the street; hundreds of
people crowded onto sidewalks entering and exiting several businesses in downtown area.
|

reated / Publi!:d
|| ||
e New York ; London ; Toronto-Canada ; Ottawa-Kansas : Underwood & Underwood, Publishers,
€1903 Mar 26.

e Stereographs--1900-1910
¢ Photographic prints--1900-1910

Notes

e - Copyright 1903 by Underwood & Underwood.
e - On mount: Works and Studios Washington, D.C., Arlington, N.J,, Littleton, N.H.
e - Titlefromitem.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital 1d


http://www.loc.gov/item/2014650313/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2014650313/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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e stereo 1512706 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s12706
e cph 3a18404 https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3al8404



https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s12706
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a18404
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GIGANTICkILY LEAF (VICTORIA REGIA), USED ASA RAFT - IN CHARMING COMO
PARK, ST. PAUL, MINN. -

eferenceLink: http://www.loc.govﬂem/2018650098/
||

reated / Published o
u

o [1903]

enre ..

e Steredgraphs--1900-1910
¢ Photographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - Titlefrom item.
e - NO. 3.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1513568 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s13568


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018650098/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018650098/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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m!INTHE GREAT CORN FIELDSOF EASTERN KANSAS, USA. g

In the Great Corn Eastern Sl
e Ot Cogy Ee of B Koo, U.5..4,

||
eferenceLink: http://www.loc.gov/'iem/2005684936/

mm
o |

¢ Bird's-eye view of woman dwarfed by tall stalks of corn.

reated / Published ™

||
e C1897.

|
enre

e Stereographs--1890-1900

Notes

e - Stereo copyrighted by Stronmeyer & Wyman.
e - Titlefrom item.
e - Caption card tracings: Kansas; Farms...; Shelf.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1512772 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s12772
e cph 3b10549 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b10549


http://www.loc.gov/item/2005684936/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2005684936/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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PICTURESQUE GRANDEUR OF THE GREAT COLUMBIA RIVER-"PILIsARS OF
HERCULES," REMARKABLE ROCK FORMATION (LOOKING WEST), OREGON

||
eference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2018651284/

reated / Published -

e 1902 Mar 15
||
enre ||

e Steredgraphs--1900-1910
e Photographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - H15111 U.S. Copyright Office
e - Copyright 1902 by Underwood & Underwood.
e - Titlefrom item.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1514816 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s14816


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018651284/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018651284/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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LIFFHOU ND SEAL ROCKS, FROM THE BEACH--SHOWING THE TIDECOMING IN-
.. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

eference Link: http://www.loc. item/2018645899/

reated / Published

o [1902]

e Stereographs--1900-1910
. .;iﬂtographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - No. 1.
e - Titlefrom item.

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1510604 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s10604


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018645899/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018645899/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

ps://sites.msudenver.edu/tpswesternregion/wp-content/upl oads/sites/476/2021/11/tps_logo-1.png

“n

m INCLINESTO THE COPPER MINES, METCALF, ARIZONA g

||
eference Link: http://www.loc.gov/item/2017652839/

reated / Published -

e [1903] o
enre H

. Stereogre!:s-lgoo-191o
e Photographic prints--1900-1910
L]
otes

Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1510158 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s10158


http://www.loc.gov/item/2017652839/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2017652839/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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$10,000,000 BRIDGE OVER MISSISSIPPI, ST. LOUIS, MO.--2500 FT. LONG, ARCHESG0 FT.
- ABOVE WATER. -

eferenceLink: http://www.loc.govﬂem/2018650137/
||

reated / Published o
u

o [1903]

enre ..

e Steredgraphs--1900-1910
¢ Photographic prints--1900-1910

otes

e - Titlefrom item.
Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital 1d

e stereo 1513659 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s13659


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018650137/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018650137/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print
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Repository

e Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Digital Id

e stereo 1512846 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/stereo.1s12846


http://www.loc.gov/item/2018649759/
http://www.loc.gov/item/2018649759/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

